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You are Making yourself to be Like God! 
By B. D. Tate 

 

 I‟m trying to answer an objection that some put forth in 

order to dissuade us from exercising the same power in signs, 

wonders, and miracles that Jesus did, that we are motivated in a 

perverted desire to exalt and magnify ourselves—to be God.  

 

John 10:33 The Jews answered Him, saying, "For a good 

work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because 

You, being a Man, make Yourself God." 
 

John 8:53 “Are You greater than our father Abraham, who 

is dead? And the prophets are dead. Whom do You make 

Yourself out to be?" 

 

 When someone begins to take the rights and privileges of 

the kingdom of God seriously one of the inevitable objections that 

come against it is, “You are making yourself out to be God!” 

 

 It is what God has intended from the beginning that we 

would be so filled with the divine nature, the Holy Spirit, that 

when others see us, they see Jesus--the image of God. Understand 

that God‟s will from the foundation of the world is that Christ 

would be in us to such an extent that God‟s life is manifest in us. 

Understand that we were predestined to be like Him. The 

Scriptures says that as he is, so are we in this world!  
 

1Jo 4:17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 

may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He 

is, so are we in this world. 

 

Remember these descriptions: 

 We are the Bride of Christ (John 3:29 & Rev. 21:9) 

 We are the body of Christ (Rom. 7:4) 

 We are ministers of reconciliation (II Cor. 5:19) 

 We are His ambassadors (II Cor. 5:20) 
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 We are the Temple of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:19) 

 We are His Sons and daughters (Gal. 4:6) 

 

 Let‟s correct something that is being implied when 

someone objects along these lines, it is not that anyone that 

believes God‟s Word and will in this matter, are making 

themselves to be like God! No, it is that God is making us to be 

like him! The difference is all the difference in the world. I am 

not making God do anything that He hasn‟t already decided to 

do. It is God‟s grace that has already decided that we should be 

called by His name, that we would have the authority to operate in 

His name, and that we should have dominion in his name! It is 

what God has done not what anyone can claim! We can only 

operate in faith when God‟s will is known… 
 

 Remember, they (religious leaders) accused Jesus of 

making himself out to be God. They refused to accept his 

incarnation and therefore they believed as a mere man he was 

taking on divinity. They accused him of blasphemy, of declaring 

himself to be God. Christianity believes that Jesus is God. We 

believe that God became man and dwelt among us so that we are 

not offended that Jesus was making himself out to be God.  

 

 He Came to be our example: understand that Jesus never 

operated in His Godhead nature but was from the time he was 

conceived until his death he operated completely as a human 

being. He never cheated by using his divine nature when it got 

tough (Phil. 2:5-8). No, he became one of us to show us what 

God intended man to be. Everything he did as far as miracles, 

healings, wonders, signs, was accomplished by being completely 

human subject to the Holy Spirit who anointed Him. This is 

why he said to us:  

 

John 14:12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes 

in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater 

works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 
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 Jesus is not saying we will become God, he is saying that 

God will become manifest through us as God did through Him! 

We don‟t become the source as God; but God‟s source dwells in 

us—God is incarnate in us like in Jesus. The unique situation is 

that God is giving us the right to become the sons and daughters of 

God and use His stuff, His Spirit, His name to accomplish His 

will—but it is our dominion (John 1:12).  

 

Consider this passage from John 10:  

 34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your law, „I 

 said, "You are gods"‟? 

 35 “If He called them gods, to whom the word of God 

 came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 

 36 “do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent 

 into the world, „You are blaspheming,‟ because I said, „I 

 am the Son of God‟? 

 37 “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe 

 Me; 

 38 “but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the 

 works, that you may  know and believe that the Father is 

 in Me, and I in Him." 

 

 Don‟t let the world (or the church) disarm you from 

what God has decided about us. When we act the way Jesus would, 

God is glorified. When we act upon God‟s word the way He told 

us to and people get delivered, people get saved, people get healed, 

and miracles happen God is glorified! Jesus commissioned the 

apostles and commanded them to teach us to observe all things He 

commanded them (Matt. 28:20). This included doing the same 

works that Jesus did… 

 

 When a woman marries she is given a new name. My 

wife is now called Mrs. Tate because she took on my name. She 

did this because I asked her to marry me. She did this because I 

offered it to her because I already decided that I wanted her to 

be my wife. If someone were to accuse her by saying, “Oh, you 

making yourself out to be Mrs. Tate” they would be totally missing 
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what is going on. By saying that they would be criticizing her and 

maybe trying to keep her from becoming Mrs. Tate. They would 

be dishonoring her for taking on my name that I would want her to 

take. The fact remains however, that she cannot take on my name 

if I don‟t give it to her. She can‟t become Mrs. Tate unless I ask 

and agree to marry her. Likewise, God calls us the bride of 

Christ, we take on his name, and being made one with Him, we 

become like Him…who is doing this? Are we demanding God 

make us like Him? Are we presuming upon him to be joined with 

the Lord? No, a thousand times no, it is God‟s plan, God‟s word, 

God‟s will, that we should be made the bride, the body, and army, 

and the ambassadors of Christ.  

 

 The condition is this: No one who is arrogant, self willed, 

presumptuous, rebellious, self seeking will ever find or be like 

Christ. No one who exalts him/her self, seeks their own kingdom, 

wants their own agenda will be made like Christ. The flesh, the 

carnal nature will never receive or operate in the things of God 

(I Cor. 2:14). It is the humble, the meek, those who are after God‟s 

heart, who will see God‟s glory. God resists the proud; but gives 

grace to the humble (James 4:6). 

 

 It was Satan who wanted to make himself out to be God 

wanting to take his place! It‟s ironic but People who take life and 

make their own way, are the ones making themselves out to be 

gods. It is people who do not surrender to God, repent, and be 

filled with the holy Spirit that are making themselves out to be 

gods—God of their own life.  

  

It is God‟s plan to make us just like Jesus! 

 

Ro 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be 

the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

 If we fall short of this plan it is not God‟s fault we are the 

one‟s not believing it or acting upon it. We are the ones who 
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believe something else…What is your image of a Christian? 

What is your limitation of Christianity? We get what we 

believe… 
 

 Some examples of Christianity that people embrace… 

 

CHRISTIANITY 101 

 For some a Christian is just a religious person not unlike 

any other religious person in the world. It is someone who believes 

in God and worships God. It is a person who practices certain 

kinds of things because they believe God wants them to do these 

things. This is a good person, someone who is basically honest, 

trustworthy, who does right most of the time, who knows right 

from wrong, who basically treats others the way they‟d want to 

be… 

 

 This is Christianity as a normal, respectable, and 

acceptable form to the world. This is the kind of Christianity that 

is not invasive, not disruptive, and blends rather nicely into our 

culture. This the Christianity that is compartmentalized where it 

has its place in our lives but is not pervasive taking control of 

everything.  

 

Jesus is around me… 
 

 The goal of this Christian is to live a good life while living 

life pretty much as everyone else. This Christian is asking God to 

bless them as they live their life. There are contributions to the 

Church, some service, some availability from time to time but 

everything has its place and their life is never really radically 

altered by God. They have one foot in the kingdom and the other 

foot and body in the world. 

 

CHRISTIANTIY 202 

 This Christian wants more than basic Christianity. They‟ve 

had an experience with God and know in their hearts there is 
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greater life in God than what is normally experienced. They want 

to win souls and bring others to Church. They want to serve and it 

means something to be productive. They want to hear God say, 

“Well done thou good and faithful servant.” This Christianity is 

above the normal and from time to time requires some sacrifice. 

They are willing to give up some time to serve and be involved. 

They see Christianity as very important and participate beyond 

worship services. They pray regularly and ask God to bless them. 

 

 This Christian has seen someone saved. They have grown 

in faith and know they‟ve heard God‟s voice. They believe in 

miracles and that God answers prayer. They have read scripture, 

they know hymns and songs. They admire other Christian‟s faith 

and sacrifices and wish they could be like them. They‟ve 

experienced God‟s presence with tears at an altar. They‟ve been 

moved by God and long to be moved again. They want their lives 

to count for God and being involved in a ministry or helping others 

in a ministry gives them purpose and fulfillment. They have one 

foot, leg, and arm in the kingdom and one foot, leg, and arm in the 

world. They love God but struggle with giving more because they 

also love the world. God has changed their hearts but their hearts 

are just not able to commit fully there is always something holding 

them back.  

 

Jesus is helping me… 
 

CHRISTIANITY 1000 

 This Christian gets it. They are hearing God‟s Word and 

growing while at the same time grieving their doubts, unbelief, 

fears, and worries. They know there is more and are pursuing it. 

They have given up areas in their life to seek God. They‟ve 

experienced a continual presence of the Spirit for longer periods of 

time. They abide in God but then leave to live in the world again. 

Their walk with God at times seems just like the apostles, although 

it may be short lived. They read and study; they know scripture 

and have had encounters with God. They have witnessed and seen 
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some come to God. They have shared and testified and felt God‟s 

Spirit move.  

 

 They have been filled with God‟s Spirit and seen miracles 

although few and far in-between. They are devoted to God yet 

struggle to see more. They have had victories but still lack victory 

in certain areas. They are not satisfied with their walk with God 

and have been bold enough to receive persecution from time to 

time: They have stood up for righteousness and suffered loss of 

friendship, popularity, respect from others, rejection, and job 

opportunity. They are teachers of the Word, preachers even, for 

which others look to as being strong in faith. They have been 

committed to Church teachings, study, worship, and service and 

yet still lack complete obedience to the Lord. They know there is 

more for them to do but just won‟t take those final steps to be 

completely sold out. They may have heard from God things he 

wants them to do but have hesitated, deferred, discounted it, 

explained it away, even ignored it because of fear and what others 

might think. This Christian has one foot and most of their body in 

the kingdom but one foot and leg still in the world. They want 

what God has done in others to be done through them but fear they 

will never experience it and struggle with what it takes to be 

there… 

 

Jesus is in me… 
 

CHRISTIANITY 2000 

 This Christian is sold out. They have died to the world and 

self. They have heard God‟s Word and are acting upon it and 

seeing results. They have decided to leave the world and let God 

rule and reign. They continually feast upon the presence of God 

and find fulfillment in knowing that their life is pleasing God. 

They have overcome their personal ambitions, desires, and fears to 

be wholly given to God. They have surrendered and obeyed. They 

are filled with God‟s Word, joy, peace, excitement and power 

because they have been broken many times before the Lord. They 
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are always pursuing God, witnessing, and healing the sick, seeing 

God‟s miracles. They are fully committed and there is no turning 

back. They are willing to do and have done whatever God has 

revealed for them to do. They know what it is like to be partially 

committed and the pain of falling short. They know what it is like 

to be wrapped up in the world and think they were missing out. 

Now, they walk in the Spirit, speak, pray, converse in the Spirit 

and wonder why they didn‟t enter in sooner.  

 

 They are grateful for God‟s power, compassion, and mercy 

working through them to save, to deliver, to heal, to protect, to 

provide they are not worried anymore about their life and have 

experienced the knowing kind of faith to trust God. They have one 

foot in the world while they have one foot and whole body in the 

kingdom.  

 

Jesus is my life… 


