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What Did Jesus Emphasize? 

By B. D. Tate 

 When John the Baptist sent disciples to ask of Jesus, “are 

you the coming one or do we seek another?” what was Jesus’ 

response? 

Luke 7:22  Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, 

and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that 

the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. 

23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

  

 Jesus tells John’s disciples two things that they should 

report back to him what they see and hear. The first thing Jesus 

relates to them is the signs, wonders, and miracles that were being 

performed… 

5 The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,  

 

 Then Jesus said…and the poor have the gospel preached to 

them. This report follows the Messianic fulfillment of Isaiah 61:1 
  

Lu 4:18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me 

to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 

are bruised, 

 

 Jesus sends back to John that the TWO-Fold gospel is 

being accomplished, the gospel is being preached and the works 
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of the devil are being destroyed…and reminds John that scripture 

regarding the Messiah is being fulfilled in his hearing… 

Ac 10:38  How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and 

healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with 

him. 

 

 John was to be encouraged that Jesus is the Messiah 

because of what was being preached AND what was being done: 

the lame walk, the blind see, the deaf hear, the lepers are 

cleansed, the dead are raised, and all manner of sickness and 

disease are being cured… 

 What most might expect today to hear Jesus emphasize 

instead are such things as how great the preaching was, how big 

the crowds are, the performance of the music, how great the 

programs and facilities, or how Jesus was on radio or TV.  

Yet In short: Jesus emphasized the power of God in 

demonstration!  

 When people talk about their church today most begin 

with the number of members attending, then how good the 

preaching is, then the music, etc…what a difference our answer 

should be! 

 If someone asks about our church our answer should be 

just as Jesus answered: the lame walk, the blind see, the deaf 

hear, the lepers are cleansed, the dead are raised, and the sick are 

made well. This puts the emphasis where Jesus did… 

 Listen to Paul’s answer about the gospel… 
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1Co 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 

foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 

 

 The power of God is the central proof of the gospel. Paul 

continued in Chapter two: 

I Cor. 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with 

excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the 

testimony of God. 

2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save 

Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 

trembling. 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 

words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 

and of power: 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 

but in the power of God. 

 

 Paul’s emphasis was not persuasive words or excellence of 

speech, nor in the wisdom of men but in THE POWER OF GOD. 

He teaches us to put our faith in THE POWER OF GOD! 

 Most churches today emphasize excellence of ministry. 

The idea is persuasive and powerful preaching; the performance 

and professionalism of praise and worship music, contemporary 

technology, facilities, programs, and large attendance are all used 

to judge the successfulness of ministry.  

 Jesus didn’t send back to John that his crowds were large, 

and his name was spreading all over the country, that he was 

being invited to the king’s palace, or that the money was pouring 

in… 
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 Why is this important? Our modern emphasis can be 

classified as the best that human effort can do. Many ministers 

work hard at preparing sermons in order to compete at the higher 

level to reach the masses. Many envision large churches, large 

ministries, radio, TV, notoriety, all of which would indicate 

success. If this were the standard then most ministers would fall 

short of it. Not only do ministers fall short of it, but most 

members do too. Most of the body of Christ feels very 

inadequate in witnessing, preaching, and teaching, sharing, or 

being a success in reaching the lost. Most would feel they are not 

persuasive, have excellence of speech, nor have the wisdom of 

training, or background, to defend their faith against the many 

questions that come.   

What we have developed is a mentality that only a few 

are really called to special, dynamic, powerful ministry 

and that centers on their personality and ability to 

preach.  

 What if this is all wrong? What if Jesus’ emphasis is 

supposed to be ours? What if Paul had it right saying that he only 

wanted to know Jesus and “him crucified” among the people? 

What if persuasive and excellent speech is not the basis for the 

gospel at all? What if God intended that our witness be full of 

the demonstration of the Spirit and power? 

  Not everyone can preach well, in fact most do not; but 

what if God empowered EVERY believer with the same Spirit to 

do the same things as Jesus did? What if God’s game plan wasn’t 

the wisdom of men, but the power of God? What if God intended 
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that every one of his sons and daughters would demonstrate 

through the Spirit of God the healing of the sick?  

John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on 

me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 

than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

 

It’s A Level Playing Field! 

 With this understanding the playing field is totally 

equaled. With this emphasis there is no one left out for we are all 

supposed to fulfill the TWO-FOLD commission of heal the sick, 

cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and preach the kingdom of God 

is come.  

What does Jesus argue that validates his ministry? 

Listen to this passage… 

John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I 

said, Ye are gods? 

35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, 

and the scripture cannot be broken; 

36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent 

into the world, Thou blasphemes; because I said, I am the Son 

of God? 

37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: 

that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and 

I in him. 

 

 Jesus said that if he doesn’t do the works of the Father 

then DON’T BELIEVE HIM! What if we used the same standard in 

our own Christian life? What if we decided that others should not 
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believe us if we don’t do the works that Jesus did? What if we said 

to someone we were trying to witness to, “Listen, don’t believe 

me if I don’t heal the sick, cast out demons, cleanse the lepers, 

raise the dead!”  

 But then Jesus goes on to say, “though you do not believe 

me, believe the works: that you may know and believe, that the 

Father is in me, and I in Him! 

 Let’s apply this also: We would say to someone, “Hey, 

though you may not believe me, believe the works that you may 

know the truth of the gospel message, AND that Jesus is in me, 

and the Father is in me, and I am in them! 

 What a different standard this is…suddenly the emphasis is 

on the demonstration of the Spirit and power. Later in chapter 

four of I Cor. Paul continues to set this standard before us 

because there were others who were influencing the Christian 

Church to listen to them over against Paul. They were puffed up 

with their many words while Paul actually wrote… 

1Co 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in 

power. 

 

 Is it possible that what really witnesses to the gospel, 

convincing the lost that the kingdom of God is upon them is the 

power of God? When we received Christ we received the power 

of the kingdom! (The demonstration of God’s power and 

compassion actually ends all debate…) 

1Co 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
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 The power of God is Christ who is in us! This power sets 

us free from sin and the curse which is forgiveness and healing to 

our whole being! 

 Jesus, the son of God said that His ministry and His words 

would not be believed unless the power of God was 

demonstrated. If that is so for the Messiah how much more so it 

is for His disciples? 

John 4:48 Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see 

signs and wonders, you will by no means believe." 

 
 Jesus the son of God knew that even his most persuasive 

preaching would not convince the lost world around him. It was 

God attesting to the word of God in Christ by signs and wonders 

that brought people to him. The disciples were successful 

because… 

Mr 16:20 And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the 

Lord working with them, and confirming the word with 

signs following. Amen. 

 

Why is this so important? Listen to this truth… 

1Co 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he 

know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

 The natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit, 

they are foolishness to him, nor can he know them, because a 

natural man is dependent upon the five senses! God in his mercy 
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broke through our sense world with signs, wonders, and miracles 

so that we can believe because of the works!  

 Why is the modern church weak when it comes to 

winning the lost? We have not been emphasizing what Jesus 

emphasized! If the Messiah needed signs, wonders, healings, 

miracles to convince the lost how much more do we? God 

anointed Jesus with the Spirit to accomplish these works in order 

to convince the people to repent and come to the gospel! 

 People are not coming to the gospel in great numbers 

because we are not providing the signs that would help them to 

overcome their carnal blindness and inability to believe. Jesus 

said they would in no way believe without the signs. We don’t 

provide these signs and the people are not able to believe! 

 We’ve got to understand that the power of God 

is in us to do the very same things for the same reasons 

that Jesus did them! Jesus is in us to do those very 

same works if we will believe. 

 Here’s another angle on this issue. Jesus rebukes the 

unrepentant cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum, because 

of the mighty works that were done among them did not lead 

them to change their ways towards God! 

Matt. 11:20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His 

mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: 

21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 

mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and 

Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

22 “But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in 

the day of judgment than for you. 
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23  "And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be 

brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done 

in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 

day. 

24 “But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of 

Sodom in the day of judgment than for you." 

 

 The mighty works were signs attesting to the truth of the 

gospel and were meant to draw all men to repentance and 

salvation! 

 Notice Jesus doesn’t say what many would say today: if 

the preaching, persuasive words, and the wisdom of men had 

been given to you, if the music, programs, and professional 

ministry had been done among you…no, his emphasis is the 

power of God. 

 God wills, desires, calls for, earnestly longs for us to 

operate just like Jesus did so that others can believe and repent! 

Joh 17:18 “As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent 

them into the world. 

Joh 17:21  "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 

and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world 

may believe that You sent Me. 

Joh 20:21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the 

Father has sent Me, I also send you." 

 

 How is the world to know that Jesus has sent us? Just as 
Jesus said that the Pharisees and scribes should know that the 
Father sent Him!  Re-read it again… 
 
 John 10:37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe 

 me not. 
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 38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the 

 works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is 

 in me, and I in him. 

 

 It is true that Jesus said they would know we are His 

disciples by our love… 

       John 13:35 “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 

 have love one for another.” 

 This love however, is suppose to include the compassion 

that Jesus had for the multitudes in healing the sick, delivering the 

oppressed, and casting out demons in people’s lives! We’ve been 

reduced in our authority and power by applying this love as 

merely relational in how we treat others.  

Look at what love does: God sent Jesus into the world 

to destroy the works of the devil.  

1Jo 3:8 He that committed sin is of the devil; for the devil 

sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God 

was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 

devil. 

 

 Just as, just like, with the Same Spirit to do the VERY SAME 

THINGS, for the same purposes, Jesus sends us, His Church in His 

stead! 

Special note: Let’s also make a distinction: Jesus said that they (the lost) would 

not believe in Him as the Messiah, the Savior, the anointed one, unless they 

saw signs, wonders, and miracles. These point directly to the lost finding the 

truth, the life, and the way in Christ as in salvation. When Jesus said that the 

world through love would know that the believers were His disciples means 

that they would recognize that Jesus was involved in their lives…this should 

lead to the lost investigating the claims of Christ; however, it is not as direct a 
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connection that Jesus was making about the signs pointing to His mission as 

savior. God’s compassion to heal the sick is more direct than just acting in love 

that has no power to heal.  

 We have all been given the ministry of reconciliation, we 

are His ambassadors, His body, His hands, and His feet, and in fact 

it is Jesus living in us that is to accomplish these things (II Cor. 

5:18, 19). We have been given the word of reconciliation that by 

His Word we will heal the sick, cast out demons, cleanse the 

lepers, raise the dead, JUST AS he did because… 

1Jo 4:17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have 

boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in 

this world. 

 

 We need to be convinced that our ministry is to take on 

the same emphasis that Jesus’ ministry did. He may have spent 

as must as eighty percent of His time healing the sick. How much 

time do we spend doing the same things? We don’t because we 

didn’t know; we haven’t because we are not convinced. We’ve 

been emphasizing the other things because our teaching has been 

powerless, weak, and containing unbelief. This is not God’s call. 

 We are already just like Jesus in the inner man, full of the 

Spirit and of power. We need to change the way we think, so that 

we can change our hearts, so that we can accomplish what God 

intended in our lives. There isn’t one believer God has left out in 

this call to heal the sick, raise the dead, deliver the oppressed, 

work the works of Christ.   

 Some have argued that God only wanted this power to 

manifest in the apostles to get the church started. Then don’t 

read the book of Acts because disciples, deacons, and others 

operated in the power of God. But more importantly read what 
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Jesus actually said in the Great Commission passage in 

Matthew’s gospel:  

 Matthew 28: 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All 
 authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
 19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
 them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
 Spirit, 
 20 “teaching them to observe all things that I have 
 commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
 of the age." Amen. 
 

 I never read this verse (20) and put two and two together 

until the Holy Spirit said “read it again!” Jesus said to the apostles 

to go and make disciples by teaching them to observe all things 

He had commanded them! To observe means to witness and do! 

Observe means to focus on, attend to fervently, to labor to do 

intensely! What did Jesus command the apostles to do and then 

the seventy who obviously are not all apostles? 

 Mt 10:8 “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, and raise the dead, 
 cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 
 Lu 9:2 He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal 
 the sick. 
 Lu 10:9 “And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The 
 kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 
 

 We must be convinced that the Great Commission is more 

than just preaching or witnessing to the truth of the gospel as in 

salvation alone. It is to go in the power of God to demonstrate 

through the Spirit the good news.  
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How is this done? 

 Jesus said in response to the Pharisees accusing him of 

casting out demons by Beelzebub:   

 Mt 12:28 “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely 
 the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
 

We have the same Spirit in us that raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead (Rom. 8:11) to do the same things that 

Jesus did (John 14:12), for the same reasons and 

purposes (John 4:48)!  

 Ro 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these  
 are sons of God. 

 

 How is this done? The recommended reading below goes 

into greater detail on how this is done, what hinders our faith in 

God’s grace, encouraging us to accept the Faith of Christ in us… 

 There is so much more… 

Recommended Reading: 

Booklets: 

 Healing is Major Aspect of the Gospel (Revealing the powerful 

truth found in scripture that the Great Commission included 

healing to reach the lost.) 

 Why Signs? (12 major reasons given from scripture mostly the 

gospels why signs, wonders, and miracles were given) 

 Understanding Doubt (explaining how it is that God can’t 

override our doubts because it has to do with our own heart’s 

dominion) 
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 Understanding Unbelief (explaining the difference between 

doubt and unbelief and our need to address the fiery darts or 

weeds of unbelief in our own hearts) 

 Vague Christianity (Addressing the phenomenon of modern 

Christian experience of feeling powerless and why) 

 You Have the Faith of Christ! (Revealing that we have Jesus’ 

very own faith, Spirit, Name, & Grace) 

Books: 

 Christ the Healer, F.F. Bosworth 

 Jesus the Healer, E. W. Kenyon 

 Healing, Smith Wigglesworth 

 God Wants You Well, Andrew Wommack 

Websites: 

 Andrew Wommack Ministries AWMI.org 

 Lord of Lords Bible Community Church, Lordsbcc.org 

 Joseph Prince Ministries Josephprince.org 

 


