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The God Kind of Friendship 
The purpose of community 
By B. D. Tate 

 

Characteristics of the God Kind of Friendship: 

 1) Sticks closer than a brother—loyal  

Proverbs 18:24, “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, 

but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  

 2) Obeys the Father completely—faithful  

John 15:14, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command 

you.”  

 3) Loves at all times—devoted  

Proverbs 17:17, “A friend loves at all times and a brother is born 

for adversity.”  

 4) Lays down life for a friend—sacrificial  

John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 

one’s life for his friends.”   

 5) Speaks the truth in love—genuine  

Proverbs 27:6, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses 

of an enemy are deceitful.” 

Eph. 4:15, “But, speaking the truth in love, we may grow up in all 

things into Him who is the head-Christ.”    

 6) Is focused on the Kingdom—mission minded 

Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”  

Matthew 16:23 “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, 

for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of 

man.”  

Matthew 16: 24 “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”  

 7) Shares intimate spiritual life—spiritually minded 

Romans 8:6, 7, “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be 

spiritually minded is life and peace; Because the carnal mind is 

enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor 

indeed can be.”  
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 8) Is One with the Father—joined with the Lord 

I Cor. 6:17, “But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with 

Him.”  

John 17:21, “that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 

and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 

believe that You sent Me.”  

 9) Is a friend of God—priorities are in order 

John 15:14, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command 

you.”  

James 2:23 “And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham 

believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’ And 

he was called the friend of God.”  

 10) God-kind of friendship improves our life and 

sharpens our understanding.  
Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the 

countenance of his friend.”  

Pr 12:26  ”The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For 

the way of the wicked leads them astray.” 

 

THREE MAIN PURPOSES 

 I have listed some major characteristics of the God-Kind of 

friendship. I have been able to reduce it to three main purposes: 

 1) For fellowship and community 

 2) For protection and provision 

 3) For improvement, growth, for abundant life. 

 

What kind of friends do you have? 

 We can therefore look at our friendships and discern which 

ones are good and healthy, which ones are true-blue and which are 

just acquaintances. It is important to make this distinction because 

we can invest our emotional selves into friendships that are not 

true friendships. We can get fooled and hurt because we treated 

someone like a friend when at heart they were not. Look at one of 

your friends and decide do you enjoy fellowship, sharing in 

common something? Do you trust this same friend to protect you, 
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to not expose you, to be loyal? Do you believe this friend is 

making your life better, more like Christ or less? The answers to 

these questions will provide insight into the quality of friendship 

you have. Remember that the Bible teaches us that true friends are 

few and a man of many friends comes to ruin. Luke 6:26 says 

“Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so did their 

fathers to the false prophets.”   

 There are some people we may want to be friends with who 

are friendly to us, we like them, they’re fun to be with, they have a 

magnetic personality; yet, they may not be good friends. On the 

other hand, we can miss connecting with good friends because they 

are not popular, cool, intelligent, talented, rich, or good looking. 

They do not have a lively personality, a good sense of humor; they 

may be plain, boring, or very shy. What we often do is judge by 

the outward things, the initial things, but not the heart.  

 How many of us have been burned by a so-called friend? 

The stories are endless. Nevertheless, our desire and need for 

friendship is real. It is more than a desire for companionship, it is a 

desire for intimate, confidential, trust that we long for. No one can 

grow by him/her self, we need community, and we need friends 

someone who likes and understands us—or we’ll be alone. 

 

Friendship what is it? 

  -It is more than a conversation is it communion and 

 oneness, a sense of togetherness. 

 -It is more than someone to work along side, next to; it is 

 mutual goals, mutual striving, heart felt ambitions, a sense 

 of familiar purpose. 

 -It is more than protection it is welfare, wanting the good, 

 seeking to help find fulfillment. 

 -It is more than safety; it is life, love, peace, joy, 

 happiness... 

 -It is more than company; it is heart felt understanding, 

 relating, feeling, joining in life and meaning. 
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 Friendship is God’s answer to, “It is not good that man 

should be alone.” It is not only for a mate, but a lover, and a 

friend; and beyond marriage it is brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 A friend protects, doesn’t allow harm, no back biting, no 

deceit, no guile, honest, straightforward, treating the other like 

he/she would want to be. A friend lays down their life for another.  

 A friend is someone to walk together with...work together 

with...focus on life with...true friendship is wrapped around a 

mutual goal! 

 

 In the world friendships are based upon mutual 

interests, talents, experiences such as: 

 Sports   Cars  Money  Business 

 Fishing Boats  Golf  Booze 

 Kids  Hobbies  etc. 

 

God’s basis for Friends is: 

 In God’s eternal scheme he designed friendships to be 

focused on pleasing Him. Jesus said, “You are My friends if You 

obey My commands.” He said that because his whole being, his 

whole purpose was to obey, please, and do the will of God. That is 

and was his purpose; you and I will only be his friends to the 

degree that we focus on the same thing. 

 

The mutual mission of Friendship: 

 How can two walk together if they are not agreed (Amos 

3:3)? This scripture speaks to the mutual mission. This speaks to 

the agreement of realizing the ultimate purpose of our existence; 

it’s not to please ourselves it is to please God. 

 

 I want you to think about something that might have 

happened to Jesus. Imagine the rich young ruler that came to him 

asking Jesus, ‘What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus told 

him to sell all that he had and give it to the poor, then come follow 

him. Jesus was offering the rich young ruler genuine purpose and 
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friendship. Jesus was saying that friendship with Him is more 

important than all that he has. Jesus was saying that friendship 

with God is abundant life—the rich life. Now, this young man 

went away sad because he had many possessions. In other words, 

he refused to sell it all and give it away. He turned down friendship 

with Jesus (Jesus will not hoard and seek possessions to fulfill his 

life). If that young man had come across Jesus the next day what 

do you think Jesus would have done if the man said, “Jesus, I hear 

you I just don’t think that’s necessary; but I would still like to be 

your friend.” Can you imagine Jesus saying, “Well, okay, we’ll 

agree to disagree; let’s just be friends?” 

 

Stop, reflect, think about this... 

 I think you should feel something inside you right now. I 

think you should be feeling an awkward uncomfortable sense of 

inappropriate understanding of friendship. 

 Jesus said you cannot serve God and money. In other 

words, you cannot be a friend of God and a friend of the world. 

You cannot be trusting in God and in money.  

 

A choice is made in friendship.  
 An eternal value is involved with friendship. Friendship is 

what God is after so much so that “He gave his only begotten Son 

that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.” What is that life? It is Friendship with God. 

 

 Another scenario might be this, let’s say that one of the 

disciples that Jesus called comes up to him and says, “Jesus I’ve 

enjoyed our relationship, I’ve learned a lot, I appreciate your 

invitation to be an apostle, one of your closest friends; but I feel 

I’ve lost touch with the focus of our mission, I’m not really 

comfortable here, I’m feeling a bit lost and want to return to 

fishing, or find another job. I hope you understand, I do not want to 

end our friendship, I just want to move on with my life. I hope 

everything goes well for you; I believe God is in this thing you’re 
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about. Anyway, I’ll keep in touch, we’ll stay friends okay?” What 

do you think Jesus would say? 

  I can think of one verse immediately, “No one, having put 

his hand to the plow; looking back is fit for the kingdom of 

God.”(Luke 9:62) 

 

No turning back! 

 No one who comes in contact with Jesus and enters into 

fellowship and intimate relationship with Him can turn back. If 

they do they will miss God completely.  

 Do we feel what I’m trying to describe here? Friendship is 

not some bump in the road, a chance happening that occurs for a 

while but then life goes on—no way. Friendship with God is life 

itself; it is the purpose for which we were born. 

 Anyone who treats their relationship with God as common, 

their friendship with God other than the most important thing in 

their life is missing God.  

 Likewise, brethren, we have been called to this 

friendship of God together. We are supposed to exhibit the God 

kind of Friendship for God and each other. We are drawn together 

to strength the bonds of faith.  

 

What we are looking for... 

 What you and I are looking for is genuine friendship in 

Christ. We want abundant life and it centers on God-kind of 

friendship. Our community is not just something to pass the time 

of day. It is not supposed to be something that we do if we don’t 

have anything else to do. It is not supposed to be last on the list but 

something of priority.  

 

 -Our friendship is supposed to be based on the kingdom 

 of God first! 

 -Our friendship is focused on the mission which is 

 God’s will. 
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 We are drawn together not by common interests in this life 

but by the abiding purpose of God’s love and His desire for us 

to know true friendship.  

 I say this in all sincerity; we are each other’s friends if we 

obey the Lord! When we gather we do it not to oblige, to appease, 

to relieve our guilt, we do so to pursue the God kind of friendship 

which is abundant life in the Spirit.  

 

Conclusion: 

 Our friendship, spiritual friendship, is more than a 

coincidence it is for life. Our friendship in Christ is meant to meld 

us together; we are putting our hand to the plow together. And the 

truth is that we will be held accountable for the priority that we 

give it.  

 We need spiritual friends, we need support, and we need 

true friendships. That is the focus of our community, to win the 

lost, to be spiritual friends, and to help each other find our place 

to serve God. Amen.  

 

 

 

  

 

 


