
(Full grace verses partial manifestation)  
 We have such a tendency towards expecting things to happen immediately! When we pray for 

healing, deliverance, wisdom, guidance, protection, direction, we often expect immediate results. We 

have a fast-food mentality that once we’ve prayed we should get fast results. It is like placing our order 

at the drive up window then expecting to merely proceed to the pick-up window to get our answers. 

This does happen God has answered even before we ask and sometimes results happen immediately 

(praise God!); however, this doesn’t always happen and maybe for those of us just learning to walk by 

faith it doesn’t happen often.  

 When we got saved and became born again how many of us had an immediate result? Some 

indeed the moment they prayed received God’s presence with joy and knew God answered 

immediately. Many others, like in my case, didn’t receive immediate results. I spent some time 

wondering if anything happened at all. It may have been weeks of swinging back and forth from trying to 

believe to fighting doubts and unbelief. Like a pendulum I would doubt anything happened when I 

prayed to feeling something of light and a faint joy deep inside. On one of those swings I decided that it 

wasn’t just me that God really did come into my life and a growing peace began. Even though I had 

settled the issue over the next months and years I doubted again and again as my life and sin seemed to 

reflect otherwise. The point I’m addressing is that for some immediate results happen and praise God 

for that but for many others it was a slow growing process and realization of salvation—it was not 

immediately felt or experienced. 

 The question then becomes when did I get saved? Did I get saved when I actually prayed or 

when I actually received it weeks or months later? I would contend that I got saved when I prayed but I 

didn’t actually accept it, receive it, or experience the release of God’s grace into my heart until faith 

reigned. If someone had taught me that God answers immediately and this idea of working through it, 

waiting, processing it until it is manifested is wrong—I’d never been saved! 

 


