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Magical Faith! 

When We See God In His Grace; He Sees Us In Faith!  

When we see Jesus in all His glory; we are in full faith!  

 John 1: 16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace 
 for grace. 
 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth 
 came through Jesus Christ. 
 
So often we have stressed over faith. Do we have enough faith? Even 

when Jesus says to us, “If you have faith even as a mustard seed…” we 

still crumble in doubt and unbelief thinking our faith might even be 

smaller. When the scriptures testify so many times, “Be it unto you 

according to your faith” we begin to burden ourselves with falling short 

of faith. If it’s according to my faith I’m in trouble…”O you of little 

faith” seems to be our curse. 

We study faith; we read about faith; and then we claim and speak to 

strengthen our faith. This works as we hear the word of God coming out 

of our mouth. This works to embolden us and it is what authorizes 

God’s grace to manifest in our lives.  

 Eph. 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
 dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
 songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 
 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the 
 name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 
 
Faith is released when we speak. Jesus said speak to the mountain and 

to the mulberry tree with the promise that they would obey us (Mark 

11:23, 24; Luke 17:6). This obedience of faith makes a big difference 
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when we address the problems in Jesus’ name instead of going to the 

Father about the problems in Jesus’ name.  We sense a surge in faith 

when we begin to do this but often we become so faith conscious that 

we actually forget or take our eyes off what makes for faith in the first 

place. 

Faith Consciousness is Detrimental to Faith! 

When we are so faith conscious our faith becomes weaker. What a 

strange problem. When Peter and the apostles were in the storm toiling 

to row to the other side, Jesus came walking on the water (Matthew 

14:22-32). When they saw the Lord, they cried out fearing it was a 

ghost. Jesus said to them, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." 

Then Peter said, “Lord, if it is you bid me to come upon the waters.” 

Jesus said, “Come.” Peter stepped out of the boat while the storm, 

winds, and waves were still happening. Then Peter came down out of 

the boat walking on the water. Then he took his eyes off of Jesus and 

seeing the storm began to sink. Peter cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 

grabbed him by the hand and they returned to the boat and the storm 

ceased. With faith we often focus on having it, pressing into it, and 

trying to exercise it. Peter, as long as he was unaware of his faith in 

Jesus, walked on the water. As long as Peter kept his eyes on the Lord 

he was supernatural. It was when he began to become self conscious, 

mindful of his circumstances, and looking at the storm, that he lost 

power so to speak. He lost his faith when he lost sight of the glory, 

grace, and favor of Jesus.   

How Does Faith Come 

We see the scriptures that say “faith comes by hearing by the word of 

God (Rom. 10:17).” Then we spend time hearing the word of God and 

we feel a surge in faith. We also see faith described in scripture this 

way: 
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 Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
 evidence of things not seen. 
 
We wrestle with faith as a substance of things hoped for; still coming 

away not truly recognizing faith. It is the evidence of things not seen 

and we begin to think faith is something we can’t see or feel. Faith is 

this mysterious force or response to God.  

We have come to understand that grace and faith must work together 

and we can see that grace is what God has done and faith is our 

response to believe Him. 

 Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
 that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
 
All in all, faith remains this vague and mysterious thing that we seek. I 

have heard people describe faith as the currency of heaven. This means 

that nothing moves or is acquired from God’s storehouse without faith. 

We have heard this statement from scripture as well: 

 Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for 
 he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
 rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
 
When it comes to faith there really isn’t anything more important for 

us to understand and have! Faith moves mountains, heals the sick, 

casts out demons, delivers the oppressed; and without faith it is 

impossible to please Him! Without faith we are powerless and 

unfruitful; yet this verse says God is a rewarder of who diligently seek 

Him! If faith is what pleases Him shouldn’t this verse tell us how to get 

faith? It does. It is telling us that faith comes when we diligently seek 

Him! Stop looking at faith itself and look to Him because as we see Him, 

that’s what makes faith come.  

The Secret of Faith 
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There is a great and glorious secret of faith. It is a simple answer and 

profoundly powerful in application. Are you ready to hear it? The more 

conscious we are of faith the more faith flees from us. The more we 

stress over faith the more we miss it. I say this so that we can all relate 

to the problem but here is the answer. It is not for us to be conscious of 

faith nor to focus on it as if we are measuring it or growing it, or 

somehow possessing it. Faith is a gift given to us when the Holy Spirit 

came into our lives when we were born again. We have the gift of faith 

(Eph. 2:8); it is ours already. We don’t need to measure it, grow it, or 

strengthen it. It is true that faith comes by hearing the word of God 

(Rom. 10:17). When we heard about being born again and received 

Jesus—faith came with Him (Gal. 2:20)! We have it; just settle this in our 

heart once and for all time.  

Now, the truth of faith is that it is functioning when we see Jesus! 

Faith is activating when we believe God. In other words, it is faith 

working through us to see God’s grace on our behalf. I write it again 

and this is crux of the matter: When we see God in His grace; He sees 

us in faith! Who is actually seeing our faith? Is it up to us to see it? No. 

It is God who sees our faith. It is for God to notice it, measure it, grow 

it, and possess it within us. What are we doing then? We are simply 

enjoying seeing Jesus. We are simply embracing the truth and grace 

that came to us in Christ. As we see and embrace God’s unmerited 

favor towards us; as we embrace His free gift of forgiveness and 

righteousness (Rom. 5:17) God reckons it as faith to our account. Faith 

comes by hearing God’s word that is describing God’s glory and grace 

towards us! As we hear and see God’s love in and for us faith is 

happening in us. 

What a simple formula this really turns out to be. We have strived to 

understand and exercise faith; we have tried to make prayers of faith. 

When we focus on our faith we are not focused on God’s grace. This 

misdirection alone stops faith from working as a gift on our behalf. It is 

because we have turned it around and have it backwards. We are to 
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focus on God’s goodness, grace, love, favor, nature, and promises and 

when we do faith happens! 

When we believe He’s saved us faith happened. We didn’t recognize it 

nor experience faith what we experienced was grace in peace, love and 

joy! We keep looking to identify faith and it’s stymied our faith—what a 

strange paradox.  

It Is An Exchange 

When we believe He’s blessed us in Christ and healed us already we 

don’t experience faith, we experience peace, love, joy in the Holy Spirit. 

In a way it is an exchange.  As I see Him in His glory and grace; He sees 

me in faith. Faith is for God and it comes from us magically as we 

believe Him. The exchange is we see grace and experience the newness 

of life in Jesus; He sees us in faith and is well pleased. 

The more we see Jesus, experience His love, and walk in His Spirit the 

more God sees faith in us. This means stop stressing over faith, in other 

words forget about it and concentrate on His grace. As we look into the 

mirror of the Word of God we are seeing ourselves and what God has 

made us (II Cor. 3:18); when we do we are in faith. This faith isn’t for us 

to see it is for God to see. He is pleased, takes great pleasure, and finds 

fulfillment in our faith. It is something of a gift we give Him as we see 

the Lord in His grace gifts to us. I like the exchange! He sees faith from 

us; we get to see Jesus! 

God set this whole world thing up for us to have dominion and life as He 

has it. God saw what was going to happen to the world and to people—

the curse of the law and the fall. With all that has happened and all the 

suffering, pain, violence, and death, I don’t think anyone of us would 

have voted or encouraged God to go ahead with His plan to create man 

and put him over the earth. Most if not all of us would have said to God, 

“No God, please look at all the suffering; it’s not worth it.” Yet, God did 
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see it as worth it. God made man even though He knew they would fall 

and come under the curse of the law. Why would God go ahead? Surely 

it is a mystery beyond any of us; however, God’s plan of redemption in 

sending His only begotten Son into the world to save it reveals at least a 

lot of the answer. In sending His son to redeem us He kept His word 

from the beginning that we’d have dominion.  He didn’t take it back 

because of the fall and the curse of the law. In the middle of this 

salvation plan there is this amazing thing God is after--even our faith!  

Faith Is What Pleases God!  

Faith is the victory that overcomes the world (I John 5:4); yet it is not 

our consciousness of faith it is God seeing our faith that makes it all 

meaningful to Him. How does God see our faith? He sees our faith when 

we in the midst of this fallen world and having been under the curse of 

the law, believe in Jesus.  

 Joh 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of 
 God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." 
 
This believing in Jesus means more than just a ticket to heaven. 

Believing in Jesus means being made just like Him (I John 4:17) and 

seeing all that God has done for us through the blood. Again, when we 

see God’s grace in all that it means on our behalf as His gift to us; He 

sees us in faith. We get God’s grace; He gets our faith! The exchange 

was worth producing the world and sending His only begotten son into 

it to redeem us. That’s amazing… 

Consider The Healing Accounts In The Gospels 

Consider many of the stories of healing in scripture and none of them 

point to faith consciousness. Yes, Jesus said on many occasions, “be it 

unto you according to your faith;” however, in every case it wasn’t 

faith consciousness that received the miracles they were after, it was 
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their focus and belief in Jesus. They were not thinking whether or not 

they had faith and how much, they were thinking, “If I could only touch 

His garment” (Matt. 9:21); if He would only say the word (Luke 7:7); if 

you are willing; I’ll be made whole (Mark 1:4))! “If it is you Lord, bid me 

come…” (Matt. 14:28).  

When Jesus Saw Their Faith 

Listen to this account: 

 Matthew 9: 1 So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to 
 His own city. 
 2 Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. 
 When Jesus saw their faith, He  said to the paralytic, "Son, be of 
 good cheer; your sins are forgiven you." 
 3 And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This 
 Man blasphemes!" 
 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think 
 evil in your hearts? 
 5 "For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to 
 say, ‘Arise and walk’? 
 6 "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on 
 earth to forgive sins" ––then He said to the paralytic, "Arise, 
 take up your bed, and go to your house." 
 7 And he arose and departed to his house. 
 
We have often spoken of this passage because it is a powerful witness 
to this truth that the forgiveness of sins is healing and being healed 
means we are forgiven. What gets lost is the relationship of faith to the 
miracle brought forth. Who is seeing faith? It is Jesus! When Jesus saw 
their faith then he healed the man. What were the men doing? They 
were seeking Jesus and bringing the paralytic to Him. Do you think they 
were evaluating their faith? Maybe they were thinking that if all of them 
went together that the accumulation of their faith would be enough to 
get Jesus to heal their friend. Do you think they were even conscious of 
faith? I don’t think they were. They were not born again and they didn’t 
have the Holy Spirit within them—so they didn’t have the gift of faith; 
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yet, Jesus saw their faith. It is not for us to see our faith it is for God in 
Jesus to see our faith. It is for us to seek Him, know Him, know His 
Word, see His glory and His grace and unmerited favor towards us and 
believe Him. When we believe Him at His word we are in faith! 
 

How Do We Increase Faith? 
 
Jesus compared faith to a mustard seed which is the smallest of all 
seeds. This comparison gives us the impression then that faith starts out 
as a seed and then grows into a plant or tree as with a mustard seed. 
This would mean that when we become born again that we have 
seedling faith that over time it will grow if nurtured and fed (This 
actually becomes a works issue because we must grow our faith). This 
has been the church’s presentation and standard image about faith; 
however, I believe we’ve got the wrong idea altogether.  
 
When Jesus used the mustard seed faith example his emphasis was to 
encourage us that even the littlest faith can move mountains. His 
emphasis was not to convey faith is like a seed that must be planted and 
grown. If anything is nurtured and grown regarding faith it is not faith 
itself but our confidence in faith. Let me explain… 
 
When we become born again it is our understanding and perceptions 
that must mature and grow about what we have become. We didn’t 
receive a baby Jesus when we got saved; we received the “Spirit of His 
Son (Gal. 4:6).” In our born again spirit we are already just like Him (I 
John 4:17). We are not on our way to becoming sons and daughters; we 
are sons and daughters. When we were under that law that is the time 
of children, but now that we are forgiven, redeemed, and translated 
into the kingdom of His son (Col. 1:13); we are no longer children. This is 
the full meaning of this passage: 
 
 Gal. 4: 1 Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does 
 not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, 
 2 but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed 
 by the father. 
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 3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under 
 the elements of the world. 
 4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 
 His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
 receive the adoption as sons. 
 6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His 
 Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" 
 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, 
 then an heir of God through Christ. 
  
Therefore, as sons and daughters our faith is full faith. It is mature faith. 
It is adult faith. It is the faith of Christ (Gal. 2:20). Since it is already 
grown faith within us how do we experience an increase? We increase 
in confidence by way of use and that is growth only in the sense of our 
mental and emotional perceptions of it. 
 
The Disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, increase our faith!” Look at what Jesus 
told them. 
 
 Luke 17: 5 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our 
 faith." 
 6 So the Lord said, "If you have faith as a mustard seed, you 
 can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be 
 planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 7 "And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending 
 sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, 
 ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? 
 8 "But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my 
 supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and 
 drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink’? 
 9 "Does he thank that servant because he did the things that 
 were commanded him? I think not. 
 10 "So likewise you, when you have done all those things which 
 you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We 
 have done what was our duty to do.’" 
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What a curious response this is. Wouldn’t we expect Jesus to say 
something like, “To increase your faith keep hearing the word of God; 
keep speaking the word of God to yourselves and in time it will grow. 
Furthermore, it will take seed, time, and harvest for your faith to grow 
strong enough.”  Jesus didn’t give us a seedling faith image even though 
He used the mustard seed as an example. He is really saying, “Use your 
faith even if you think you only have a mustard seed amount!” Speak to 
the problems in your life and command the mulberry tree to be 
uprooted and cast into the sea. How do we increase our faith? We are 
to exercise it! If we use our muscles they’ll strengthen if we don’t they 
will weaken. We don’t have seedling muscles they are full grown… 
 

A Servant’s Faith It’s Our Duty 
 
Then Jesus uses a servant illustration to answer their question. How 
does this servant have anything to do with faith increasing? I have been 
baffled by this question. Now, however, I have some answers. First, a 
servant obeys his master’s command. In this case Jesus is our master 
commanding us to use our faith. Second, when we use our faith we are 
as servants providing and giving our master food to eat. When we 
exercise our faith and command God’s will done in our life and around 
us this means grace will be poured out. This means God’s will is being 
manifested and that satisfies God’s compassion for the needs that had 
been unmet—in a sense He is feeding. Why doesn’t God just meet the 
needs without us? He gave us dominion upon the earth and it takes a 
human being to declare God’s will done here (Gen. 1:26 & Psalm 
115:16).  
 
Finally, look at the conclusion of his illustration. He said, “We have done 
what was our duty to do." When we use our faith as commanded we 
are only doing our duty! 
 
We are called to exercise our faith and use it just like Jesus used His 
(John 14:12). When we exercise it our confidence in faith will grow. It is 
our understanding of faith that grows not our actual faith. Faith is a gift 
given to us when the Holy Spirit came into our born again life (Eph. 2:8). 
Having shared this part of this message let me refocus the major point 
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of this message: We do not focus on our faith we focus on God’s grace. 
We don’t need to worry about our faith growing we need to 
concentrate on growing our understanding of His glory. When we see 
God in His love towards us our faith soars. We don’t experience faith as 
a phenomenon we experience the benefits of it. We experience 
knowing, peace, joy, love, confidence, and a growing sense of His 
pleasure. Amen. Our faith works through His love! We experience His 
love; He sees our faith! When we’re in His love faith is working 
automatically.  
 
 Ga 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
 uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 
 

Conclusion: 
 
Faith produces in us the gift of salvation, the gift of righteousness, the 
gift of knowing, the gift of no condemnation, the gift of healing, and all 
of these things are God’s manifested and unmerited, or unearned favor 
towards us. We don’t experience faith; we experience grace! We are 
not supposed to be conscious of faith we are supposed to be conscious 
of Jesus! Amen.  
 
When we stress over faith we are choking it. When we focus on Jesus 
and God’s grace our faith shows up like magic. The effort is not building 
faith the effort is seeking His face. When we hear God’s word we are 
seeing Jesus in His glory and embracing the awesomeness of His grace 
towards us. When we do this because we are hearing and abiding in His 
Word faith happens! When we understand that God has already given 
to us all things that pertain to life and godliness (II Pet. 1:1-3), faith 
comes. When we embrace the truth that we are cleansed from all our 
sins and live to newness of life faith comes. We are not experiencing 
faith we are experiencing the benefits of God’s grace. We get grace God 
sees faith! 
 
Special Note: A faith that based upon vagueness is not faith. A blind 
faith is not faith because it is not seeing Jesus or God’s grace. A faith 
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that doesn’t know God’s will and word is not faith because faith 
requires seeing the Lord.  
 
Recommended Booklets 
He Ever Makes Intercession  
Faith And Authority 
According to Your Faith (Faith Characteristics) 
Awake to Righteousness 
Holiness and Righteousness 
Faith Issues 
Faith Facts 
Vague Christianity (Why we are powerless) 
 


