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Understanding Cults 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Written & Compiled by B. D. Tate 

“By the term cult… is any religious group which differs 

significantly in some one or more respects as to belief or practice 

from those religious groups which are regarded as the normative 

expressions of religion in our total culture.  

It can also be defined as a group of people gathered about a 

specific person or person’s misinterpretation of the Bible.  

 For example:  
Jehovah’s Witnesses are followers of Charles T. Russell and J. F. 

Rutherford. The Christian Science are followers of Mary Baker Eddy 

and her interpretations of scripture. The Mormons follow the writings 

and interpretation of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young. Unity School 

of Christianity follows Charles Myrtle Fillmore. The biggest 

difference in any one of their teachings is the major deviations 

from historic Christianity; yet, paradoxically, they continue to insist 

that they are entitled to be classified as Christians.”  (Walter Martin, 

The Kingdom of the Cults, page 11)  

CHARACTERISTICS OF CULTS are listed below they 

represent a violation of integrity, overriding the will of others, 

intimidation, manipulation, and at the core is CONTROL 

(Some or all of these may apply): 
1) Closed-mindedness, not interested in a rational cognitive 

evaluation of the facts. The facts are changed. (Control 

what they Believe) 

2) Manipulation of a person’s identity, not allowing them 

to have a different opinion. “The idea’s not wrong, 

you’re wrong!” (Control how they feel about 

themselves) 

3) Manipulation of authority, unquestioned obedience is 

expected, and anything less is evil, divisive, of 

Satan…they have an exclusive understanding of truth 

(Control their will). 
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4) Indoctrination with Isolation preventing open thought, 

questions contrary to beliefs, opposing views…uniform 

thinking, conformity a must...(Control their 

individualism, enmesh their personhood into the 

group consciousness) 

5) Authoritarian, to oppose them is to oppose God! 

(Control by fear & intimidation, weaken their 

conscience) 

6) Compartmentalization, illogical contradictions, thrive 

because the mind is taught to shut down…embrace the 

mystery by faith. (Control their reasoning)      

TRICKS (Some or all may apply): 
 The following represents themes, wiles or tricks, a break-

down in scholarship, honesty, context, and consistency in teaching. 

Term-Switching: The almost total disregard for historical, 

grammatical, and contextual accuracy, in other words the facts 

don’t matter, to define a Biblical Term. They use the same terms 

Historic Christianity does but they mean something else…they re-

create the facts. 

Redefinition: This is like coding a word or term in order to 

appear mystical, in the know, and deep, one must either accept it, 

or find themselves in confusion. 

Bombardment: The continual flooding and repetition of 

term-switching has a hypnotic affect of putting someone to sleep, 

to accept it as truth without it making sense, without it being 

substantiated by facts, or valid proofs of God’s Word with 

Prophecy, or signs.  

Double Talk: It is where the teaching is not consistent with 

the scriptures or something that can be examined—Claim after 

claim of authority and truth without substance or agreement with 

the scriptures or reality. 

False Agreement: Cultic teaching is presented as Christian 

using Christian terms, but it is used as a tactic to effectively pull 

down any guards. The agreement with historic Christianity is 

phony, the depth of real understanding or definition diverges subtly 
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at first, then greatly as one digs deeper. There is disagreement but 

it is not being exposed…initially. Such phrases as: “We believe 

that way too.” “We agree on this point.”  

If it were truly Christian they would not try to convert 

Christians they would only be seeking the lost… 

Personal sin & evil are diminished: the need for personal 

salvation and knowing Christ is covered over…underlining 

salvation is a works doctrine. 

Scholastic Dishonesty and disarming statements like: 

“One interpretation is as good as another…” or “There is always 

the other side...” The truth is that in context, with sound exegesis, 

and grammar, there is only one true definition/interpretation of a 

passage, although there may be many applications. 

        

Here are some details in regards to Jehovah’s 

witnesses: 

 1) Its founder Charles Russell rejected the doctrine of 

eternal punishment and other major tenants of the Christian faith 

and spent his life rewriting and re-interpreting scripture to meet his 

theological needs. He embraced the Arian Heresy of 318 A.D. 

that stated that Jesus was not God, but became a god after his 

resurrection and anointing—thus denying the trinity, the true 

incarnation, and about 60 other citations, teachings, and 

affirmations of His deity in scripture. The problem arises when 

we see in scripture the references to Jesus’ humanity and try to 

reconcile them with His deity. What Arias did, as centuries later 

Charles Russell, is remove the tension by declaring Jesus a 

creature like man created by God, but not God. Jehovah’s 

Witnesses emphasize his humanity and then change the scriptures 

that directly conflict with their teachings. Who is Jesus Christ 

God or man? The answer is both God and man, not either or…  
 2)  The man (Charles Russell) had only a seventh grade 

education yet claimed higher learning from seminaries or bible 
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schools that meant he’d learned for example the original languages 

of the Bible: Hebrew, Greek, & Aramaic. He claimed high school 

credentials, theological training and ordination. His claims were 

challenged and he was proven to be a liar and fabricator—in fact 

he perjured himself in a court of law. He’d had no Biblical training 

yet was claimed by his followers to be equal to Paul the apostle. 

He was neither a scholar nor a theologian, which of course Paul the 

apostle was both.  

 3) The Society has become a great disseminator of 

propaganda and a challenge to the zeal of every Christian. 

(Walter Martin, The Kingdom of the Cults, page 39)  

 4)  His efforts from the beginning were money making 

schemes. He made claims to travel the world preaching his 

message only to find out that many places he visited he addressed 

no one. (Ibid. page 40) 

 5) He claimed to have special wheat that would grow five 

times faster than regular wheat, this too proved to be a scam. The 

proceeds from the sale of his wheat went into his pocket. (Ibid. 

page 40-41) 

 6) Russell denies: 
The Trinity, The Deity of Christ, The physical Resurrection 

and Return of Christ, Eternal punishment, the Reality of Hell, 

the eternal existence of the soul and the validity of the infinite 

Atonement…to state a few. 

 7) He once wrote that it would be better to leave the 

scriptures unread and read his books, rather than to read the 

scriptures and neglect his books. (Ibid. page 46) 

 8)  His successor to power in the Jehovah’s Witnesses was 

J. F. Rutherford who as the leader of the “Russellites” was not to 

be opposed. In essence to question him was to question the 

authority of Jehovah. He declared himself the divine mouthpiece 

of Jehovah for this age and that God had designated his words as 

the expression of divine mandate. (Ibid. page 46) 
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 9) One of the most distressing traits manifested in the 

literature and teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses is their 

seemingly complete disregard for historical facts and 

dependable literary consistency. (Ibid. page 48) 

 10)  Although they recognize the dubious nature and 

character of Charles Russell and distance themselves from his 

personal blunders, lies, and fabrications, they still embrace his 

teachings. (Ibid. page 49-51) 

 (The Following points gleaned from What They Believe: 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, by Harold J. Berry) 

11) The Watch Tower Society/Jehovah’s Witnesses have 

distorted the scriptures to reflect their own teachings. They have 

produced their own version of the Bible called The New World 

Translation. In this translation they have doctored, added to, or 

changed words in key passages order to bring scripture in line with 

their teachings. This is blasphemy not to mention heresy. This is 

especially true concerning the deity of Christ.  

 12) According to Jehovah’s Witnesses salvation is 

something you must work for and receive after death. Salvation is 

not understood to be a personal relationship with Christ. (It is a 

works doctrine that violates even their own Translation of the 

Scriptures:  

 Eph. 2:8, 9 “By this underserved kindness, indeed, you 

 have been saved through faith; and this not owing to you, it 

 is God’s gift." No, it is not owing to works, in order that no 

 man should have ground for boasting.”)  

 The reason they are so motivated to go door to door is 

because their own salvation is in the balance. They teach that no 

one can know if they have done enough for salvation. 

 13) Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that their own translation 

and interpretations of their leaders are considered the final 

authority, not the Bible itself. In a sense becoming a pope of their 

own like the Roman Catholic tradition. 
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 14) They deny the reality of Jesus being God, they deny his 

equality with the Father, and they deny his actual physical 

resurrection despite what the Gospels teach. They claim Jesus is a 

spirit creature instead of the eternal God of our salvation. (The 

physical resurrection of Christ reinforces our physical resurrection 

and gloried body promised to all who believe.) 

 15) They reject the Bible’s clear and consistent teaching 

that the wicked will spend eternity in Hell. They teach instead 

that all wicked souls cease to exist—annihilation. Those being 

saved are in an unconscious soul-sleep. This too contradicts 

revelation taught by Jesus himself in his account of the rich man 

and Lazarus in Hades and Abraham’s bosom respectively after 

they died.  

 16) Jehovah’s Witnesses teach the Biblical standard 

concerning prophets being false if what they say doesn’t come 

to pass. The Society has prophesied many things none of which 

have come true. They predicted the return of Christ in 1874; the 

end of the world in 1914; and again in 1975; they predicted that all 

members of the body of Christ would be changed to heavenly 

glory in 925; and the World War II was Armageddon. These false 

predictions prove they are off in their own distortions. Jehovah’s 

Witnesses have built their religion on propaganda, lies, 

imagination, distortion of scripture, denial of revelation, a false 

sense of salvation, a skewed understanding the Holy Spirit (just a 

force like in Star Wars), and flat out denial of Jesus Christ the 

God/man--Emmanuel.  

17) They emphasize Bible Study but not the same 

Bible—The New World Translation it is not the original Bible 

with proper & consistent translations from Hebrew and Greek. 

[The New World Translation is a fraudulent attempt to masquerade 

as Holy Scripture. It is filled with additions, deletions, and 

complete changes all in an effort to validate false theologies 

promoted by JW teaching. No scholar of integrity would support it 
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as authentic in any way.] They emphasize Bible Study but not 

necessarily the Bible itself; it is the interpretations and teachings 

that bring their true light and knowledge to their religious beliefs.  

 

WHERE IS THE DANGER? 

Ignorant Christians will be swayed by their confidence, 

deceived by their distortions, indoctrinated by their dogma, and the 

result will be a skewed sense of Christ Jesus with the great 

possibility of missing salvation all together thinking they are in the 

kingdom but never being born again. We are not to follow a 

stranger’s voices, false teachers, or false prophets. The Jehovah’s 

Witness has found millions willing to listen and are being misled.  

 What I am saying is that historic recognized essential 

Christianity does not embrace cultic groups like the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses for most of the reasons I have written here. They are 

spiritual cousins to Armstrongism, and Seventh Day Adventists, 

and ties with Mormonism. They are all off on their own thing, 

changing the meaning of scripture, changing the straight forward 

sense of it. They have changed the meaning of terms as well. (Bible 

Translations that are genuine, faithful, and accurate are: The New King James 

Version; New International Version; The American Standard Version)  
 

Walter Martin has written a comprehensive study called, The 

Kingdom of the Cults, Bethany House Publishers, copyright 1985.  

 

EXAMPLES OF DISTORTED TERMS (By Jehovah’s 

Witnesses):  
 Only Begotten (John 3:16): JW only generated as in a creature 

   True Greek definition: the only member of a kind 

 Greater (John 14:28): JW less than God not equal 

True Greek definition: greater in position, a place of authority 

NOT ABOUT NATURE… 

 Born Again (John 3): JW a new realization, a dawning of the mind, 

True Greek definition: To be a new creation, born of the Holy 

Spirit, reunited with God. 
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Death (Psalm 13:3): JW cease to exist; even annihilation, temporary 

 extinction… 

  True Greek definition is sleep to the world, conscience of life,  

 Firstborn (Col. 1:15): JW First one created… 

True Greek definition original bringer forth, first begetter, the 

 creator over all, Firstborn from the dead in his humanity… 

Soul and spirit (Gen. 1:26): JW not a deathless nature, doctrine of 

 immaterial of man is false, A life force, wind-like 

True Greek definition, a cognizant spiritual entity formed in 

the image of God, a spirit being… 

Holy Spirit: JW is a force of God’s power not a person which denies 

 the Trinity. 

True Greek definition, third person of trinity, co-equal, 

Comforter Like Jesus, the Helper, Which speaks, conceives, 

empowers, anoints, convicts, and converts, activities of a 

personal being 

 

 

 

 

*For further investigation and depth of the deception of the 

Watchtower Society see “JW Investigation.” This investigates the 

background, the current Website and official teachings of JW with a 

point by point refutation. It demonstrates many of the terms that have 

been redefined. It shows side by side comparisons with legitimate 

translations verses the fabrications of the NWT, give resources and 

more.  


