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If It Were Up To Me… 

I Would Decide This Or That! 

By B. D. Tate 

What if you and I could decide what, where, and when the power of 
God was to be used? Instead of us having to wait on God we could just 
make a decision and “whalah” things would happen? What if it were up 
to us who gets healed, who gets saved, and who gets blessed? Now that 
would be crazy! There is no way God would ever trust human beings 
with His power.  
 
Human beings are selfish, greedy, manipulative, intrusive, ignorant, and 
dumb just to mention some of the major flaws. There is no way a Holy 
God is going to subject His power to sinners. It would be like someone 
coming across a gene in a lamp! You know the story of gene and the 
magical lamp? The one that is so popular from stories of Arabia, the 
Middle East, of Aladdin and the Arabian nights.  
 
Let’s take a brief look at what that story has to offer. For some reason 
there is an all powerful gene stuck in a lamp! Does that make sense to 
anyone? After we accept that little detail then the story goes that 
anyone who finds the lamp and rubs it will free the gene (I imagine that 
it would be necessary to remove the cap or plug). When the gene 
emerges in a puff of smoke he has chains on his wrists. The all powerful 
gene is a slave! Somehow as the story goes the gene has become a 
slave and is subject to the possessor of the lamp to give him/her 
whatever he/she wants up to three wishes. Why only three wishes?  
 
As the story unfolds those seeking for the lamp are willing to do it at all 
costs. For they know that to possess the lamp is to possess all power. 
Once they have the lamp and command the gene they will become the 
most powerful in all the world. They only have to manage their three 
wishes to their advantage and it’s theirs—the world and all its treasures. 
Selfishness and greed in the hands of the most powerful what kind of 
results would those produce? Aladdin of course is tempted by these 
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same flaws but manages to use the power of the lamp to do what is 
good and right. In the end he becomes the prince and heir to the 
throne because of the power of the gene in the lamp.  
 

It All Depends On How We See God! 
 
It is fantasy. It is make believe as much as thinking that God would 
empower His sons and daughters with the right to decide what 
happens in the earth. God didn’t create us to have dominion but to be 
His slaves. God created us to be in servitude and constant worship of His 
glory. We were made to obey not direct or decide. It is sin nature in us 
that wants to be like God! It is sinful to think that we have any say with 
God. We might think that Lucifer’s only real flaw was that he wanted to 
make his own decisions?  
 
God’s rule is full and complete there is no room for anyone else to make 
decisions. It is rebellious and willful to consider any other place in God’s 
kingdom except absolute obedience! 
 

Is This True? 
 
When we see evil men ruling it is so often that we see them dominate 
completely those who are subordinate to them. Power corrupts and 
absolute power corrupts absolutely so that saying goes. One of the 
reasons given for the Allied victory in WWII was this simple truth. The 
American forces provided for their officers down to even a corporal the 
ability to make decisions in the field. The chain of command was tight; 
however, that chain provided officers to make decisions and even 
disobey commands if necessary to achieve the goals or mission. No such 
privilege existed in the chain of command for the Germans or the 
Japanese.  
 
The German and Japanese officer was strictly prohibited from deviating 
from their orders. This command structure meant that they were not 
allowed to decide or make decisions without permission from superior 
officers right up to Hitler or the Japanese superior command. This 
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inflexibility meant that they were restricted, limited, and hindered by 
time in responding to the variables of battle.  
 

Delegation Of Authority Is Not The Strength Or 
Trademark Of Evil Men In Power.  

 
They often micromanage everything under their rule because trust is 
not what their power is built on. Evil does not base its power on truth 
or love. Evil is built upon intimidation and fear. Evil exists in deception, 
lies, and darkness. Control is based upon complete and utter obedience 
with the immediate termination of anyone who crosses the line of 
authority.  
 
Some of the best leaders however, are those who have built trust, 
truth, and integrity into their power basis. Some of the best owners of 
businesses have built their entire structure of decision making on 
openness, honesty, and compassion. Some of the best leaders lead by 
example, trustworthiness, and love. Ask yourself this question, “Who 
would you rather follow someone who pushes you or someone who 
goes before you?” Would you rather submit to someone who takes it or 
earns it?  
 
Who would you rather follow someone who is like you, has compassion 
for you, and is willing to serve you, or someone who makes you do for 
them? 
 
Good parenting in my view meant treating our sons and daughters the 
way we’d want to be. It meant commanding them to do things we were 
willing to do and had done. For example, in our home we’d had 
Saturday morning clean up. Everyone was involved. Dad would take the 
boys and mom would take the girls. Whatever we wanted cleaned dad 
and mom were in the middle of it. If the floor needed to be mopped, 
dad had a mop too. If the dishes needed to be done dad was doing it 
with them. Leading by doing; leading by example.  
 
How many of us have had opportunity to be resentful of someone telling 
us to do something they would not do? How many of us have had 
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resentment for those who didn’t have to do what we had to do? Good 
leadership then doesn’t play favorites or show partiality. Good 
leadership had done and will do what is being asked to be done. Good 
leadership doesn’t assign some and leave others with not having to do.  
 

What Kind Of God Do We Serve? What Kind Of 
Leadership Are We Involved With?  
 

Luke 22: 24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to 
which of them should be considered the greatest. 
25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over 
them are called ‘benefactors.’ 
26 “But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest 
among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as 
he who serves. 
27 “For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who 
serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as 
the One who serves. 

 
And,  
 

Mt 23:11 “But he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. 

 
Let us consider what kind of leader Jesus was and is: 
 

Mt 20:28  "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

 
Mr 10:45  "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

 
He came to serve? What was the basis of His coming?  
 

Lu 19:10 "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 
which was lost." 
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What is the basis of His kingdom? 
 

Joh 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for his friends. 

 
We are no longer called slaves and servants but friends and yet more 
than friends…we have come into a kingdom of love! 
 

Ga 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 
What kind of leadership have we been brought into? We’ve been 
brought into a kingdom of friends and given the right to know the 
Father’s will and what is going on! 
 

Joh 15:15  "No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does 
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made 
known to you. 

 

Did Jesus Come To Save Us Only To Become His 
Servants?  

 
In other words, in this world we are servants and slaves of the elements 
of this realm having fallen into sin. We are under the curse of the law. 
We are under the oppression of the god of this world until we come to 
Christ. Once we are born again did we just exchange masters? Have we 
just exchanged who we are being lorded over by? 
 
When we consider the kingdom we are now transferred into it is called 
the kingdom of light! 
 

Col. 1: 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and 
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
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Ro 8:17 and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together. 

 
Joh 17:11 “Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name 
those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We 
are. 

 
Joh 17:21 "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 
and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world 
may believe that You sent Me. 

 
Joh 17:22 “And the glory which You gave Me I have given 
them, that they may be one just as We are one: 

 
We are joint heirs with Christ; we are made One in Him. We are given 
son ship, made like Him, and transferred into His kingdom. In fact the 
scriptures say:  
 

I John 4:17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so 
are we in this world. 

 
We have gone from a kingdom that kept us in darkness to one that has 
made us One in Christ and made us just like He is. More than that, we 
are no longer ever alone; we are made one in Him in that the Spirit of 
Christ dwells in us. We have His life, His peace, His name, His power, His 
place, His love and joy dwelling in us! 
 

I Started Out By Saying, “If It Were Up To Me…I’d 
Decide This Or That.”  
 
Someone might say, “Well, you’re taking this too far and making 
yourself out to be God!” It’s a funny thing, but I’m not making myself 
out to be God, God is making me out to be like Jesus!  
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Ro 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 

 
If we are the many brethren then we are like the firstborn! Who is the 
firstborn? It is Jesus! 
 

Re 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To 
Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, 

 
What does the scripture then say that Jesus gave us?  
 

Lu 10:19  "Behold, I give you the authority to trample on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” 

 
Joh 14:13 “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

 
Joh 14:14 “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” 

 
The word “ask” is also defined as call for, make a request or command… 
 

Eph 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us, 

 
It seems then, that this kingdom is a kingdom of priests and kings. It is a 
kingdom of sons and daughters. It is a kingdom of gods under God.  
 

Ps 82:6  I said, "You are gods, {Hebrew elohim, mighty ones; 
that is, the judges } And all of you are children of the Most High. 

 
Re 5:10  And have made us kings and priests to our God; And 
we shall reign on the earth." 
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And,  
 

Rom. 5:17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned 
through the one, much more those who receive abundance of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through 
the One, Jesus Christ.) 

 
I have flooded this booklet with scripture and have only scratched the 
surface of this truth: God has given us His power to exercise His will 
upon the earth! 
 
His power is greater than any gene in a bottle. His power is much more 
than three wishes. His authority is beyond anything we could imagine. 
He has given us dominion (Gen. 1:26) and He didn’t take it away when 
Jesus came to save us from the fall. In fact, in Christ He re-established us 
as kings upon this earth (Rom. 5:17). He rules and reigns through His 
body, the body of Christ!  
 
When I supposed that “If it were up to me to decide…” that is exactly 
what God has done. He has made the kingdom of heaven born into us 
available for our use. Did He give it to evil and sinful men? Of course He 
did not; for it is those who surrender to His will and nature, becoming 
born again, that have access and the power of His grace to exercise His 
power in the earth.  
 
The great truth is this, we are the many brethren Jesus died and rose 
again to produce. We are His reproduction of Himself. As He is so are 
we in this world; therefore, it is us up to us to decide because we are 
here in the earth!  
 

Mt 18:19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth 
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by 
My Father in heaven. 

 
We are God’s hands, feet, eyes, ears, and mouth piece upon this earth. 
Not only do we get to decide who gets saved, healed, and blessed, we 
are the only ones that can! We are the body of Christ. We are the 
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branches and He is the vine. As we can do nothing without Him, neither 
can He do anything without us (John 15:5)!  
 

2Pe 1:4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust. 
 
1Co 14:32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets. 

 

Conclusion: 
 
If we can receive it, it appears that the story of Aladdin and the lamp 
has truth in it! It seems that the gene is Jesus coming to us to save us 
from our sins. It seems that once we accept what God has done for us in 
Christ we become royalty, kings, and priests unto our God. We are sons 
and daughters which makes us princes and princesses and heir to the 
throne of grace! It seems that fantasy as wild as it may be, falls short of 
the truth which is beyond our imagination in what God has made us and 
has planned for those who love Him.  
 

1Co 2:9 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God 
has prepared for those who love Him." {#Isa 64:4 } 

 
We are the deciders; we are the kings and priests of this earth…we are 
the judges that decide.  
 

The Truth Is, That As Long As We Are Not Convinced, 
Not Confident, And Not Decisive, The Power Of God 
Lays Dormant In Us.  
 
We need to start exercising our decision making power given to us as 
sons and daughters of God. Amen.  


