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Discerning God’s Leading;,Recognizing His Voice 
By B. D. Tate 

 One of the fundamental truths in regards to hearing 

God’s voice and being led by the Spirit is this: God will 
never violate His Word and speak to you to do 
something contrary to scripture.  
 Many Christians know this but many do not discern this 
truth. In other words, when it comes to knowing this truth and 
then applying it there are disconnects. Many Christians are 
deceived because truth and lie mixed together in a powerful 
way is often accepted. 
 One of the major reasons that Satan and the demonic 
are so successful at parading as the voice of God or an angel of 
light is because God’s people are complacent about 
knowing the Word of God. We don’t know the play book and 
when plays get called they are unable to recognize fully 
whether or not that play is from God’s playbook. With so 
many denominations and differing levels of trust in the written 
word, so many views and opinions coming from leaders 
teaching this and that it just adds to the confusion. 

 One of the most injurious violations is letting go 
of something we do know from scripture because 
of something we don’t understand. It is like the anchor 
of a boat being cut when we decide that our experience 
outweighs the truth we do know and we let it go to embrace a 
new understanding of God’s will. We will lose our ability to 
discern the truth, God’s Spirit, and/or God’s voice when we let 
go of the clear understanding of the Word in order to embrace 
something new.  Why would we do this? We do this because we 
are stressed, hurting, in grief, in fear, looking for immediate 
answers or relief, ignorant of the Word, desperate for comfort 
(from almost any source), and a major reason is that we do not 
want guilt, responsibility, or fault to fall upon our shoulders 
therefore we are open to another answer.  
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 Let me begin to address our need to stay fixed upon 
what we do know. First, is the phenomenon of Christians 
hearing God. How many of us have heard someone say or said 
ourselves “God told me this or that?” Sometimes like a trump 
card a Christian will claim authority in a matter stating that 
God told me.  
 I want to clear something up, the Word of God is first in 
our lives, what is written is never trumped by anything we 
could ever hear audibly or be impressed by internally. 
Understand this completely that God is not going to lead you 
in a way that contradicts or overrides what He has already 
revealed as His Word, His Will, and His nature.  
 God is not going to test you in this either. The world 
will, people will, and the wicked ones will test you in order to 
mislead you, but God will not. God does not temp anyone nor is 
He tempted by sin, evil, or wickedness.  
 Jas 1:13, 14 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am 
 tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
 nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 
 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away 
 by his own desires and enticed. 
 God is not going to mislead you in order to see if you are 

going to catch the fact that you are violating His Word. God 
expects us to believe Him and to know His Word 
that is the primary responsibility of every 
believer. When we don’t know His Word when we’ve been 
ignoring it, been busy with our life doing other things, making 
excuses and giving reasons why we don’t know it, everyone 
one of these explanations do not come from God. God 
doesn’t say, “You know you’ve got a pretty good reason for not 
knowing my word so I won’t hold you accountable. In fact, 
because your excuse is valid I’ll make sure you are not 
deceived by the evil ones anyway…” If this isn’t God speaking 
then who is it?  
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 You can know for certain that God wants you abiding in 
His Word, knowing His playbook, no ifs, ands or buts about it. 
Why is it so important? It is because there are many 
deceptions in the world, not only in the world but in the 
church. We are commanded to test the spirits, to discern the 
truth, to overcome our deceitful and desperately wicked hearts 
(Our natural man), and there is no other way than God’s Word 
directed by God’s Spirit:  
 1Jo 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
 spirits, whether they are of  God; because many false 
 prophets have gone out into the world. 
 2Ti 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
 and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
 for instruction in righteousness, 

 Consider this point: You are being deceived right 
now if you have not applied yourself to read, 
study, and meditate upon the Word of God. It is to 
your own harm and the harm of those who follow you, hear 
and listen to your advice, if you do not know God’s Word. Not 
only will you be deceived but you will mislead others… 
 Let me address this concept of God speaking to us, or as 
we would put it, “God told me.” The only way we can discern if 
God indeed has spoken to us, is prompting us, impressing upon 

our hearts to do this or that is by WHAT IS BEING 
COMMUNICATED. It is by what the message actually is or 
by what is said not by how, who, where, when… 
 For example: so many of us trust “text” messages today 
that they are actually coming from the person claiming to be 
someone we know. A text message has no tone of voice, no 
inflections, and no other identifying marks just what is being 
said. This has its problems of course in that meaning can be 
assumed or lost because there are no accompanying signals to 
read. I might be writing a text in fun, in sarcasm, just kidding, 
and the other person doesn’t see my face, hear the tone of my 
voice doesn’t pick up on my demeanor and very possibly will 



4 
 

take me seriously. Yet, at the same time a truth must be 
understood from this example. We must prioritize this 
fundamental truth that like a text where what is being said is 
foremost; any communication we perceive to be from God 
must be tested by what is being communicated! There have 
been times when I used my wife’s phone to text my kids. It may 
have taken them a while but eventually they will realize that it 
is dad texting them not mom. How do they figure this out? 
Usually, by what is being said, I don’t express myself like mom 
does.  

 This is another strong caution: many have been 
deceived and misled thinking that God was speaking 
to them because they were in a state of prayer, a 
worship service, a heightened moment of spiritual 
bliss, or because someone they thought was 
spiritual—a pastor, minister, etc…began to tell 
them what God wanted them to do. 
 We can be in a powerful worship service and feel 
strongly impressed by the message, or in prayer, and get an 
impression or hear something we think is from God. We are to 
test the spirits whether we are alone, in an ungodly place or a 
house of worship.  If someone came over to us and said God is 
telling me to tell you…this could be God but it could also be 
wrong, misguided, zeal without knowledge and even demonic 
because demons have been known to go to church…I met a few 
myself. 
 We don’t go by emotions, stress, fear, anxiety, 
overwhelming physical experiences, or any other influence 

than the pure sense of God’s Word. Don’t be misled into 
thinking that God’s voice inside of us has a certain 
tone, feel, accompanying signs, trade mark, 
certain ring, etc…we must evaluate only by what is being 
said! 
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 If there is one story or example there are thousands that 
help relay this danger and sometimes tragedy of the people of 
God being misled by the world, their own sin nature and devils.  
 There is a practice in some corners of Christianity of 
beating oneself with whips or rods in order to identify with 
Christ’s sufferings. It is called flagellation. One is to punish or 
disciple their own body by whipping it like they are also 
being crucified with Christ. Some Christians today may not 
practice such a thing to themselves physically but we will 
emotionally or think that our sufferings physically in sickness 
or disease is our cross to bear—misapplying Paul’s thorn in 
flesh or Job as support. There are leaders who teach that we 
are to suffer with Christ means that our physical illness or 
medical condition is from God.  Not understanding the Word of 
God will leave us open to many religious ideas that are not 
sound. If we don’t know the difference between the sufferings 
of the world (i.e. sin, the curse, and the fall) and the sufferings 
of Christ (Phil. 2:5-7) we will be misled. Simply read Hebrews 
and realize that what Jesus suffered physically was a 
substitution paying a debt he did not owe for us who owed a 
debt we could not pay…He died once and for all removing 
the offense forever and that any idea of our need to pay a 
physical debt is contrary to grace…we may think it is being 
spiritual to beat ourselves in order to buffet our body or come 
into the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings, but we are being 
misled…If we do this to ourselves mentally or emotionally we 
are also missing God even if we think it is God who told us to 
do it. 
 There is so much here it is hard to chose what to 
share...Many may think that when Jesus said to pick up our 
cross daily that means we are suffer like Jesus did on the 
cross…that is not what He means. He means stop living to self 
centeredness, resist temptations, obey God, and let the life of 
Christ live through us for we have already been crucified with 
Christ if we live to Him! We don’t pay again what Jesus has 
already paid…that is not faith that is deception… 
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 The Word of God has many tensions in it (For further 
explanation of this tension see our website at Lordsbcc.org go 
to the questions page and click on the message Tension 
Theology)…there are passages that seem to be in conflict with 
each other and when we identify them the tension they create 
are meant to keep us on the straight path and not go off to the 
right or left. For these tensions to provide the safe guard in our 
life we must meditate and know the Word. Some have taken 
these apparent contradictions and removed the tension and 
in doing so have strayed in their understanding and teaching of 
the Word of God. One of those cases is the extreme teaching of 
taking the passages that reveal God’s predestination and 
sovereignty to the exclusion of free-will, choice, and man’s part. 
When we hear teaching from this perspective and embrace 
it we are going to lose our authority, opportunity, and the 
privilege of our faith to operate in the power of God. We 
are being undermined placing all responsibility for God’s work 
in our life on a vague sense of God’s sovereignty.  

 Spiritual People can be deceived! I’ve known 
people who would consider themselves very spiritual to be 
misled by a voice of God. In one case they were taught and 
embraced the idea that they had a special gift of the Holy 
Spirit above and beyond others. They believed that when they 
were being led and discerning of God’s voice they were never 
wrong. They also used this attitude of a special gift to diminish 
others around them in order to take a superior role in their 
lives. They felt it was their place to correct, teach, and instruct 
and that others should comply and submit to their teaching. I 
want you to know that everything you are ever taught by 
another in the body of Christ including pastors, ministers, 
evangelists, teachers, and so-called prophets and apostles, 
is always to be submitted to you, not demanded of you. 
Everything that I share from this pulpit, in a booklet, etc. is 
subject to you and you are to examine it accordingly in light of 
scripture.  If I or anyone takes a higher place speaking to you in 
superior tones or condescending words that are meant to 
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intimidate override, quiet your questions, make you feel 
inferior, unable to answer, that is not God. Someone may be 
saying scriptural stuff, their teaching may be accurate at the 
moment but there is something wrong with the attitude 
because they have taken the high road of superiority in spirit. 
They want you to follow them, succumb to their 
understanding, and take it at their word… 
 Spiritual People called Prophets or Apostles should raise 
a red flag! I’ve known ministers who have prophesized over 
congregations and individuals expressing how God wanted to 
purge them, purify their faith, make them more like Jesus and 
therefore they were going to have to suffer greatly in their 
flesh with sickness, disease, loss of life in loved ones, some 
would be made comatose, paralyzed, and some were to sell all 
that they have and go to India or Africa as missionaries 
immediately…and if they didn’t receive this stuff they were 
resisting God! 
 Some “prophets” have taken individuals aside to tell 
them God has revealed that they were to stop reading the 
Word of God for now and just follow their heart. They were to 
understand that God would reveal to them in time where they 
were to go but now they were to just go and head in some 
direction…this is goofy, strange, and bizarre.  
 I’ve known of people having complete strangers come 
up to them and tell them God wanted them to receive 
disturbing dreams as if from God, or receive a commission 
from God for them to be an apostle, to sell everything and go 
into the mission field…Disturbing dreams that fly in the face of 
the Word of God, God’s compassion, God’s will, do not come 
from God even if someone, a complete stranger tells you 
otherwise! God is not going to send someone to you to 
commission you as an apostle because Jesus Himself is the only 
one who did commission apostles. Second, the office of an 
apostle ended when their function ended which was to begin 
the church and establish doctrine.  Revelations makes it certain 
that this office was filled by only twelve:  
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 Re 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve 
 foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
 apostles of the Lamb. 
 Finally, God is not going to call you from outside of 
your own heart. God speaks to us first from within and uses 
others to confirm what He’s been communicating to your own 
heart.  
 I know that some “prophets” actually believe that it is 
God telling them the deep secrets of other’s lives in order for 
them to minister more accurately to the needs of people. In 
other words, they are supposedly getting the gossip from 
God about you and me and using it to convince us that God 
is working through them and therefore we should submit 
to their authority. Did you know that demons speak to people 
too? Did you know that those who are opening themselves up 
to spiritual messages must also discern what is being told 
them? God does not gossip nor manipulate, nor reveal your 
deepest secrets to others any more than you should reveal 
confidential matters…and if it isn’t God then who is it? As 
far as the office of a Prophet consider what Jesus said:  
 Lu 16:16 The law and the prophets were until John: 
 since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and 
 every man presses into it. 
 If we do not know God’s Word and I mean know it 
well enough to struggle with it, dig into it, find it challenging, 
sometimes perplexing, yet know it straightforward and trust 
what we do know…we will be misled. It isn’t a matter of if, but 
when…We can’t go by what we hear others teach we don’t 
know what they are basing their doctrines on…we can’t go by 
some powerful moment in a service or powerful 
preaching…I’ve known many that the louder they shouted the 
weaker their argument… 
 We must develop our own understanding of the 
word of God with the body of Christ. It isn’t that the Bible is 
for private interpretation, but neither is it for us to depend on 

others to interpret for us…God has place responsibility 
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in all of us to know His Word and to subject our 
understanding to one another…even the apostle Paul 
brought his revelations and presented them to the apostles at 
Jerusalem. If someone comes to you and claims that their 
revelations are the true revelations and that you should 
submit to their authority a red flag should go up…I’m not 
here to get you to follow me, I’m here to get you to follow 
Jesus…I’m not here to get you to depend upon my 
understanding I’m here to build you up in your own 
understanding in connection with the body of Christ.  
 We are to hear God’s voice and be led…this is where 
the power of God becomes manifest and is it any wonder that 

the enemy would want to counterfeit it? Some might 
respond by thinking I don’t even want to get 
involved with this it sounds scary or 
complicated…then remain dormant, un useful, vague, and 
powerless for God…remain under the curse and 
ignorance…taking yourself out of the game…a game that is 
serious and souls are at stake…stay safe and please self and 
miss God. When we do not engage in our responsibility to 
know God, know His Word, hear His voice, be sensitive to the 
Spirit we are doing something opposite to what God’s will is… 
  Ps. 32:8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 

 which thou shall go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 
  9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have 

 no understanding: whose  mouth must be held in 
 with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 

 This is God’s will that we be led by the Spirit and 
therefore no longer be under the curse of the law but operating 
in the power of the Name of Jesus.  
 Ro 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
 these are sons of God. 
 Ga 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
 under the law. 
 


