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Destructive Doctrines—Mormonism,  

The Latter--Day Saints 
Compiled & written By B. D. Tate 

CHARACTERISTICS OF CULTS are listed below they 

represent a violation of integrity, overriding the will of others, 

intimidation, manipulation, and at the core is CONTROL: 
1) Closed-mindedness, not interested in a rational cognitive 

evaluation of the facts. (Control what they Believe) 

2) Manipulation of a person’s Identity, not allowing them 

to have a different opinion. “The idea’s not wrong, 

you’re wrong!” (Control how they feel about 

themselves) 

3) Manipulation of authority, unquestioned obedience is 

expected, and anything less is evil, divisive, of Satan… 

(Control their will). 

4) Indoctrination with Isolation preventing open thought, 

questions, opposing views…uniform thinking, 

conformity a must...(Control their individualism, 

enmesh their personhood into the group 

consciousness) 

5) Authoritarian, to oppose them is to oppose God! 

(Control by fear & intimidation, weaken their 

conscience) 

6) Compartmentalization, illogical contradictions, thrive 

because the mind is taught to shut down…embrace the 

mystery by faith. (Control their reasoning)      

TRICKS: 
 The following represents themes, wiles or tricks, a break-

down in scholarship, honesty, context, and consistency in teaching. 

Term-Switching: The almost total disregard for historical, 

grammatical, and contextual accuracy, in other words the facts 

don’t matter, to define a Biblical Term. They use the same terms 

Historic Christianity does but they mean something else… 

Redefinition: This is like coding a word or term in order to 

appear mystical, in the know, and deep, one must either accept it, 

or find themselves in confusion. 
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Bombardment: The continual flooding and repetition of 

term-switching has a hypnotic affect of putting someone to sleep, 

to accept it as truth without it making sense, without it being 

substantiated by facts, or valid proofs of God’s Word with 

Prophecy, or signs.  

Double Talk: It is where the teaching is not consistent with 

the scriptures or something that can be examined—Claim after 

claim of authority and truth without substance or agreement with 

the scriptures or truth. 

False Agreement: Cultic teaching is presented as Christian 

using Christian terms, but it is used as a tactic to effectively pull 

down any guards. The agreement with historic Christianity is 

phony, the depth of real understanding or definition diverges subtly 

at first, then greatly as one digs deeper. There is disagreement but 

it is not being exposed…initially. 

 Such phrases as: “We believe that way too.” “We 

agree on this point.”  

If it were truly Christian they would not try to convert 

Christians they would only be seeking the lost… 

Personal sin & evil are diminished: the need for personal 

salvation and knowing Christ is covered over…underlining 

salvation is a works doctrine. 

Scholastic Dishonesty and disarming statements like: 

“One interpretation is as good as another…” In context, with sound 

exegesis, and grammar, there is only one true 

definition/interpretation of a passage, although there may be many 

applications. 
 

 

(The Warnings from Scripture: I Tim. 4:1-3; II Peter 1:16-21 & 2:1-22; I 

John 2:18-23 & 3:24-4:6; Matt. 24:5) 



 3 

The following are the Specifics that Separated 

Joseph Smith’s Mormon Followers from true 

Historic Christianity. 

  

1) Mormons are in almost total ignorance of the shady 

historical and theological sources of their religion. They do 

not realize the unglamorous and un-Christian background 

of their “Prophet” Joseph Smith. The Mormon Church 

Historians have been busy hiding, rewriting, and ignoring 

the truth to suppress certain verifiable and damaging 

historical evidences.  

2) Joseph Smith, jr. grew up in a mystic home where religious 

extremes were believed and taught. They practiced 

superstitions and claimed to have divine powers to find 

treasure buried or lost. Joseph Smith, Jr. was a “Peek 

Stone” addict which he felt led him to buried treasure. They 

never found it. 

3) In 1820 Joseph Smith, jr. claimed to have been visited by a 

vision of God the Father and God the Son. In this vision 

God called him to launch a new Church. 

4) Joseph Smith claimed to possess certain keys to discern 

things invisible to the natural eye, also the ability to 

decipher languages by the use of the heavenly spectacles he 

called the Urim and Thummin.  

5) He claimed that the angel Moroni appeared to him and led 

him to find “golden plates” within it describing among 

other things the history of two lost civilizations that had 

lived in the Americas. These plates were written in 

reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics a language that has yet to 

be found or used any place upon the earth, let alone Egypt.  

6) Only Joseph Smith, Jr. ever saw these plates or the 

heavenly spectacles. The witnesses, who claimed to have 
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seen them recorded early in the Book of Mormon, are 

fabrications. These witnesses renounced the whole thing 

later in life and were excommunicated by Joseph Smith, Jr. 

7) The Mormon history is one of moving and moving again 

because when they were understood, revealed, exposed, 

they were unwelcome because of the lies, the 

exaggerations, the false claims Joseph Smith, Jr. made. 

Mormonism began in New York, moved to Ohio, Illinois, 

then to Missouri, and finally Utah each move was in order 

to distance themselves from persecutions, rejection, and 

troublemakers—or the truth. 

8) Court trials, newspaper accounts, citizens petitions, 

declaring the truth about this group, it’s lies, false claims, 

exaggerations, became so damaging they had to move. 

9) Through Joseph Smith’s many revelations he was able to 

convince thousands of his priesthood, his prophetic role, 

and authority over them. He was able to convince them that 

polygamy was of God and began to practice it for himself. 

10) In some cases, the Mormon leadership actually destroyed 

Newspaper’s facilities in order to stop the truth from 

getting out. In another situation the leadership actually 

attacked and killed other settlers in Utah in order to stop 

any one else from claiming lands around them—they 

wanted control of the State. 

11) Joseph Smith, Jr. had been arrested for the destruction of 

the Newspaper and before the trial took place a mob 

brutally murdered him. Thus he became a martyr for the 

faith and Brigham Young took over. In taking over he 

became the second most powerful man continuing the 

infallible prophetic succession from Joseph Smith (sounds 

like the Pope). 

12) The Mormon Bible was written by Joseph Smith in 1830 

from a language that never existed. He used spectacles that 
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were never seen by anyone else. Consequently, the 

Mormon book has some very interesting characteristics: 

a. Such as plagiarizing the King James Bible in over 

25,000 words. Many passages written word for 

word and ascribed a new place, name, and verse.  

b. Also this book is very closely related to another 

author by the name of Solomon Spaulding, a retired 

minister who wrote fiction novels or “romances” 

with Biblical backgrounds similar to those found in 

the Book of Mormon. 

c. Over the years the Book of Mormon has been 

corrected, contradicted, and found to be with 

historical and evidential errors. A divinely inspired 

book does not have these problems. (These claims of 

course have been made against the Bible, yet to this date, after 

thousands of years, thousands of critics, thousands of scholars, 

not one error, contradiction, or correction has been found in 

the original manuscripts, the original writings of Hebrew, 

Greek and some Aramaic-- that could stand against cross 

examination.) There have been some 4,000 word 

changes in the Book of Mormon, some made as 

recently as 1981. These changes include person’s names, 

theological changes, rephrasing of facts, the inclusion of new 

words to adjust to new teachings, corrections in order to 

change damaging history.  
d. Historically the Book is a flop. Archeology and 

Anthropology--the sciences in general, have found 

the book to be totally inaccurate, historically untrue, 

it is a hoax of greatest gravity, for example: 

i. The claims of two great civilizations 

developed in America with some 38 cities 

which included: crops, produce, cattle, horses, 

oxen, elephants, which multiplied and covered the 

earth. They were advanced societies with fine 

workmanship, buildings, machinery, iron, copper, 
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steel, brass, and all manner of tools…not to forget the 

advanced weapons of swords, breastplates, shields, 

armor… 
Not one piece of archeological evidence 

shows any thing near these developments in 

America until after 1492 when the English 

and Spanish, etc., came to America. 

 

ii. The claim that these peoples came from the 

Middle East, Western Asia, or the Near East 

has no foundation whatsoever. The peoples 

from these areas have a gene pool of Semitic 

extraction. The peoples of North and South 

America are of Mongoloid extraction.  

The Smithsonian Institute in Washington 

has added its voice against the claims of the 

book of Mormon. This institute says there is 

no connection to historical fact and the 

subject matter of the book of Mormon. The 

Semitic peoples and the Mongoloid peoples 

did not inter mix until after 1492. Furthermore 

there is no evidence of American Indians cultivating 

wheat, barley, oaks, millet, rice, cattle, pigs, 

chickens, horses, donkeys, camels, etc. There is no 

evidence of iron works, steel, glass, silk, as was 

claimed in the Book of Mormon.  

iii. No reputable Egyptologists or other 

specialist on Old World archeology and no 

expert on New World prehistory has 

discovered or confirmed any relationship 

between archaeological remains in Mexico 

and Egypt. 
(Contrast this to the overwhelming archeological evidences 

confirming, affirming, and verifying the details of the Bible in 

the order of thousands of sites, names, artifacts, inscriptions, 
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tools, fossils, etc. In fact, archeologists use the Bible to locate 

where they want to dig.) 

 

e. The Book of Mormon also makes dramatic 

mistakes: 

i. In claiming developments in machinery, 

tools, manufacturing, before their time. In 

other words, they had not been invented yet. 

For example: Laban had a steel sword, 

Nephi had a steel bow, steel had not been 

developed at that time. Furthermore, Nephi 

was in possession of a compass from which 

to guide him, but again that technology 

didn’t exist at that time.  

ii. The Book of Mormon claims that Christ was 

born in Jerusalem not Bethlehem.  

iii. It claims sins are taken away by baptism and 

then claims it is by repentance only.  

iv. Contradictions occur concerning God as one 

being, then God as multiple beings. 

v. False Prophecies are recorded which 

actually Joseph Smith, Jr. drew from 

material published in New York State at the 

time. Prior to the Civil War there were many 

prognostications being published he used 

them to make his own. Which by the way 

his was wrong. He prophesized the war 

accurately but he said all nations would be 

involved, England would get involved, the 

slaves would rise up against their masters, 

and the Indians would get their revenge. 

These things did not happen. 
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13) The Theology of Mormonism is skewed from the start. 

a. The authoritative Priesthood of Aaron and 

Melchizedek is the primary source of his power and 

influence over Mormon believers. The truth is that 

the Aaronic priesthood ceased with Jesus who 

became our priest in the order of Melchizedek 

forever. This priesthood of Jesus never ends and is 

not transferable. There is no new priesthood 

authority it resides in Jesus. (The whole Mormon 

fabrication begins and ends with this lie.) The true 

priesthood is now to all believers. For all believers 

are to be filled with the Holy Spirit in the name of 

Jesus and have access to the Father at any time.  

b. The Mormon Doctrine of God is double talk. IN 

ESSENCE IT IS POLYTHEISM. They claim to 

believe Jesus is God, yet their definition of God is 

totally different from the Bible. 

i. First, they believe that God the Father was 

once a man who developed into God over 

time. Jesus is his actual son who has 

followed the Father to becoming a God. God 

is flesh and bone and not everywhere 

present. God is not alone but one of many 

Gods in the heavens.  

ii. Second, that all of humanity will become 

Gods in some way like God the Father. We 

too will have the opportunity to be God like 

him and create, give birth to other worlds, 

and have children like God the Father has 

children. 

In essence then, they deny the Trinity believing in 

many Gods for which those who are faithful and 
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obedient will someday join the hosts of Gods as a 

God. 
“In the beginning, the head of the Gods called a council of the 

Gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create 

the world and people it.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph 

Smith, p. 349) 

“God Himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted 

man,…” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 345). 

“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as 

man’s; the son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh 

and bones, but is a personage of Spirit…” (Doctrine and 

Covenants 130:22) 

“As man is, God once was: as God is, man may become.” 

(Prophet Lornezo Snow, quoted in Milton R. Hunter, The 

Gospel Through the Ages, pp. 105, 1060 

         

c. Brigham Young actually taught that Adam is God   

the Father, and Adam is Michael the archangel, 

being both the angel and the Ancient of Days. He 

taught that the Father and the Son are the same 

being. Brigham Young stated: 
“How much unbelief exists in the minds of the latter-day 

Saints in regard to one particular doctrine which I revealed to 

them, and which God revealed to me—namely that Adam is 

our father and our God…”  

Also: Elohim and Jehovah are two different Gods…That Jesus 

and Lucifer are brothers. 

   

14) They believe in the preexistence of the soul. Before anyone 

is born on earth they lived in heaven.  

15) They believe that the Holy Spirit is a personage of the 

Spirit, and immaterial being who is God, but also believe 

the Holy Spirit possesses a spirit form and definite 

proportions, is limited in some way. They teach at the same 

time that God without material form cannot exist.  

16) They teach that the Virgin Birth of Jesus was not of the 

Holy Spirit but the by-product of actual intercourse or 
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physical relations with Mary and God the Father who has a 

flesh and bone body. They believe in the Virgin Birth but 

not like the Bible teaches, this is an example of false 

agreement. 

17) The Mormon faith teaches that salvation is through Jesus 

Christ’s blood sacrifice but that the blood in not sufficient 

to save completely. The atonement only made the 

opportunity for us to become Gods. We must obey entering 

in through works that show our faithfulness, enduring until 

the end. No Mormon can know he/she is saved until after 

death. Furthermore, our own blood may need to be shed to 

atone from some sins. Consequently this immediately 

introduces the whole collection of legalistic observances 

and requirements. Salvation then is tied to human effort.  

18) A unique and otherwise unknown teaching of the Mormon 

Church was that black people were curse by the Gods 

because of Cain. Therefore for years they were ignored, 

believing that pre-existing souls were being punished by 

being born into black people.  

19) What is further curious and unknown is their belief in 

universal salvation including Lucifer and the fallen angels. 

There will be three places for souls according to works. 

The first place would be to become God with the 

Gods…the second will be living and ruling on earth, the 

third being under these two. 

 

In Conclusion I quote Walter Martin: 

 “From these facts it is evident for all to see that 

Mormonism strives with great effort to masquerade as the 

Christian Church complete with an exclusive message, infallible 

prophets, higher revelations for a new dispensation which the 

Mormons would have us believe began with Joseph Smith, Jr.  
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 But it is the verdict of both history and Biblical theology 

that Joseph Smith’s religion is a polytheistic nightmare of garbled 

doctrines draped with the garment of Christian terminology. This 

fact, if nothing else, brands it as a non-Christian cult system.”  

( The Kingdom of the Cults, p. 226) 

 “After carefully perusing hundreds of volumes on Mormon 

theology and scores of pamphlets dealing with this subject, the 

author can quite candidly state that never in over a decade of 

research in the field of cults has he ever seen such 

misappropriation of terminology, disregard of context, and utter 

abandon of scholastic principles demonstrated on the part of non-

Christian cultists than is evidenced in the attempts of Mormon 

theologians to appear orthodox and as the same time undermine the 

foundations of historic Christianity.” (The Kingdom of the Cults, p. 

206) 
 

All the information contained in this booklet is found in: 

The Kingdom of The Cults, by Walter Martin, Bethany 

Publishing House, copyright 1985. 

 

 

 

 


